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Blessed  are  the  dead  v;ho  die  in  the  Lord. 
Henceforth,  says  the  Spirit,  let  them 
rest  from  labor  for  their  works  follow 
them.  (Lesson  of  the  Daily  Mass  for  the 
Dead) 


Your  Grace;  Your  Excellency;  Reverend 
Fathers  and  Sisters;  Friends  and 
Relatives  of  Father  Forestell: 


On  Sunday,  the  feast  of  the  Good  Shep- 
herd and  Vocation  Sunday,  I  learned 
about  the  death  of  Father  Daniel  For- 
estell as  I  was  preparing  to  offer  I^ass 
and  to  preach  on  vocations  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alberta.   I  thought,  what  a 
fitting  day  for  the  death  of  Father  Dan 
who  was  so  dedicated  to  the  apostolate 
of  priestly  vocations  and  to  the  imit- 
ation of  the  life  and  work  of  the  Good 
Shepherd  as  pastor  of  parishes  and  pro- 
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fessor  in  classroom  and  in  my  instruc- 
tion on  vocations  I  tried  to  outline 
Father  Forestell's  method  of  presenting 
the  topic  to  countless  students  for 
half  a  century.  His  method  is  outlined 
in  the  Gospel  where  St.  John  points  out 
Christ,  the  Lamb  of  God,  to  two  young 
Jews  who  became  the  first  two  apostleb 
of  Christ.   How  often  he  would  stress 
to  youth,  "They  spent  the  whole  day 
with  Him  ( Christ )»». 

Father  Forestell  reminded  young  men, 
that  amidst  all  the  enchanting  voices 
soliciting  their  services,  there  is  one 
Voice  which  repeats,  "Come,  Follow  Me", 
and  if  young  men  listened  to  this  first 
Invitation  they  will  hear  Our  Lord  say: 
"I  am  th  light  of  the  world.   He  who 
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follov/s  Me,  wanders  not  in  darkness  but 
has  the  Light  of  Life";  and  then  more 
clearly,  "If  you  follow  Me,  I  will  make 
you  fishers  of  men»" 

Father  Forestell  did  not  present  a  false 
j>icture.  He  reminded  his  listeners  that 
this  vocation  was  for  young  men  who  had 
no  fear  of  great  things,  who  feared  only 
mediocrity  and  sin.  He  urged  youth  to 
make  something  out  of  their  lives,  to 
consider  there  is  one  best  gift,  the 
pearl  of  great  price.  Among  all  the 
gifts  that  God  gives  to  youth,  there  is 
on  Best  Gift  —  The  Call  is  God»s  secret 
—  but  he  repeated  to  countless  youth: 
"Let  no  meanness  of  spirit,  no  laziness, 
nor  cowardice,  nor  impurity  deprive  your 
youthful  soul  of  the  grace  of  vocation 
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which  can  make  you  strong  in  God's 
service. 

He  reminded  young  men  that  what  compels 
a  man  to  become  a  priest  is  not  a  desire 
for  a  quiet  life,  nor  honors,  nor  frus- 
trations, but  it  is  the  genuine  motive 
to  follow  Christ,  renouncing  self,  ac- 
cepting the  Gross.  He  often  stressed 
that  the  aspirant  must  leave  self  out 
of  the  picture  and  choose  an  austere 
life  —  striving  unremittingly  to  be 
Christlike  —  refusing  to  listen  to 
voices  craving  for  pleasure  or  self 
satisfaction. 

Father  Forestell  had  deep  understanding 
of  the  fact  that  the  work  of  Redemption 
will  not  be  carried  out  without  the 
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ministry  of  the  priesthood.  How  often 
he  repeated  to  youth  that,  "The  message 
ofsalvation  reaches  a  city  only  v/hen 
the  priesthood  of  Christ  comes  there. ^ 
He  said,  "The  Lord  has  willed  to  make 
the  spreadin,,  of  the  Gospel  depend  on 
the  number  and  zeal  of  gospel  laborers." 
That  is  why  service  of  the  Gospel  is  of 
tremendous  importance. 

Where  did  Father  Daniel  Forest ell  acquire 
this  deep  respect  for  the  dignity  of  the 
Priesthood  and  the  office  of  Priesthood? 
I  venture  to  say,  that  next  to  his 
parents,  he  caught  this  insight  from 
the  lil'e  and  work  of  his  pastor  in 
Campbellford,  Father  v/hibbs.  when  I 
first  knew  him  during  the  novitiate  year, 
he  talked  frequently  of  Father  yOiibbs. 
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He  pronounced  his  name  with  reverence. 
He  recalled  his  zeal,  his  piety,  his 
instruction  in  the  pulpit  and  in  the 
classroom.  I  raay  say  that  Father  Whibbs 
made  an  indelible  impression  on  him.  I 
am  sure  that  throughout  his  life  he  was 
striving  to  be  a  priest  like  Father 
Whibbs.  One  evidence  of  Father  ./hibb's 
influence  on  Father  Forestell  was  his 
love  for  lives  of  saints.  He  was  a 
student  and  a  reader,  and  so  frequently 
he  quoted  the  wise  sayings  of  the  saints. 
Through  this  habit  of  reading  he  acquired 
a  real  taste  for  heavenly  doctrine  and 
he  shared  his  knowledge  generously  with 
his  confreres. 

During  the  years  1914-1915,  Father  For- 
estell was  under  the  direction  of  Father 
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Nicholas  Roche,  Master  of  Novices  for 
the  Basilian  Fathers,  and  I  venture  to 
atate  that  Father  Roche  was  a  second 
great  influence  in  his  liTe.  I  often 
heard  him  say  that  he  learned  from 
Father  Hick  Roche  the  lesson  of  obedi- 
ence and  the  necessity  of  praying  for 
perseverance  in  one^s  vocation.  Father 
Roache  repeated  so  frequently:  **The 
obedient  man  shall  speak  of  victory  — 
obedience  is  not  a  burden,  it  is  a 
privilege  to  serve  God's  children  — 
obedience  does  not  enslave,  it  matures 
one's  personality  —  obedience  is  a 
source  of  grace  —  Our  Divine  Leader 
was  obedient  even  unto  death."  And 
Father  Roche  stressed  the  need  of  jDrayer 
for  perseverance  in  one's  vocation.  He 
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ussd  to  say  that  a  vocation  hangs  by  a 
slender  thread  which  is  easily  broken. 
Hence  the  need  for  prayer  to  St.  Joseph, 
to  one's  patron  saint  and  guardian 
angel,  and  to  Our  Blessed  Mother  for 
perseverance  in  our  vocation* 

Father  Forest ell  vms  full  of  gratitude 
for  Ills   vocation.  He  could  never  thank 
Father  Whibbs  enough  for  his  example 
and  encouragement.   In  fact  Father  For- 
estell  grieved  at  the  ingratitude  of  so 
many  parislrdoners  who  v;ere  not  thanking 
God  for  their  good  pastor.  Gratitude 
was  truly  a  highly  developed  virtue  in 
his  life.  How  grateful  he  vras  for  his 
meinbership  in  the  Basl  lian  Fathers.  He 
deeply  understood  that  community  lifd 
Is  more  than  a  group   of  men  living  to- 
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gether  —  it  must  be  a  growth  in  one- 
ness and  he  daily  contributed  to  that 
unity.  Many  remarked  on  his  interest 
in  the  younger  members,  his  generosity 
in  giving  extra  instructions,  his  zeal 
for  the  growth  of  the  Community,  his 
joy  at  its  achievements  and  his  sorrow 
over  its  failures.  But,  he  was  always 
a  oan  of  hope*  He  shared  his  hope  with 
all  who  came  to  know  him.  He  realized 
that  Fiath  is  the  basis  of  our  hope  and 
that  God  answers  our  prayers  in  His  own 
best  way  and  can  draw  good  out  of  failures. 

As  I  said.  Father  Daniel  Forestell  was 
at  heart  a  pastor.  The  scripture  read- 
ings chosen  for  the  feast  of  the  Good 
Shepherd  gave  him  a  guide  line  for  action 
and  the  example  of  Father  M.V.  Kelly 
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gave  him  daily  impetus.  As  a  pastor  he 
imitated  Father  Kelly  in  his  goals  and 
objectives.  Father  Michael  Vincent 
Kelly  was  the  third  priest  who  inspired 
Father  Forestell.  Father  Kelly's  con- 
versation apostolate  truly  challenged 
Father  Dan.  Father  Kelly  baptized  al- 
most 1000  adult  converts  in  his  lifetime 
and  Father  Forestell 's  converts  approx- 
imate that  number.  Like  Father  Kelly, 
he  was  intent  on  reclaiming  Catholics 
who  had  slipped  away.   Like  Father  Kelly 
who  was  a  great  catechist.  Father  Dan 
was  a  dedicated  teacher  of  religion  to 
children  and  this  task  was  no  burden 
but  a  refreshment.  He  was  truly  the 
Good  Shepherd.  His  life  as  pastor  was 
truly  an  energetic  life,  in  classroom 
and  parish  without  distinction. 
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Finally,  in  addition  to  his  apostolate 
of  vocations  and  conversions,  I  wish  to 
refer  to  his  apostolate  of  suffering. 
Bach  morning  as  he  vested,  he  said, 
"May  I  deserve,  0  Lord  to  carry  the 
maniple  of  tears  and  suffering  that 
with  joy  I  may  receive  the  rev/ard  of 
my  labors."  Father  Forestell  had  many 
and  prologned  sufferings.   As  a  youth, 
after  completing  high  school,  he  was 
confined  to  bed  for  several  months 
during  which  time  he  acquired  a  taste 
for  reading.  During  his  priestly  life 
he  had  many  bouts  of  serious  illness, 
only  to  begin  again  during  his  period 
of  convalescence  the  v/ork  of  instructing 
converts.  For  him,  the  time  of  sickness 
was  a  time  of  grace  —  it  provided  him 
another  opportunity  to  be  like  the  Good 
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Shepherd  Who  gave  His  life  for  His  flock 
and  he  used  to  recall  the  wox^ks  of  Our 
Lord. 

He  used  to  recall  the  words  of  Our  Lord 
to  St.  Teresa,  ^•Your  patience  during 
suffering  converted  more  souls  than  all 
the  missionaries  of  her  time.^  Again 
he  loved  to  quote  St,  Francis  de  Sales 
who  said  the  angels  envy  humans  for  two 
reasons:  a)  because  Christ  suffered  for 
man*s  salvation;  b)  men  had  the  privi- 
lege of  offering  their  suffering  to  God 
for  the  salvation  of  souls.  Again  he 
recalled  the  saying  of  3t.  Paul,  "I 
abound  with  joy  in  all  ray  sufferings. »* 
Now  Father  Forest ell's  ministry  was 
truly  a  fruitful  one  and  who  can  doubt 
that  the  secret  of  this  fruitfulness 
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was  his  spirit  of  obedience  and  suff err- 
ing in  imitation  of  Christ. 

1  cannot  pass  o/er  his  work  of  mercy  as 
pastor  and  teacher.  He  had  the  prestly 
beatitude  of  mercy  and,  as  a  result, 
his  confessional  was  visited  by  thous- 
ands of  penitents  who  profited  by  his 
merciful  pardon  and  received  a  new 
spirit  of  hope  and  courage. 

And  now  we  have  reviewed  the  works 
which  go  before  him  —  as  the  night  has 
come  upon  him  when  no  man  can  work.  We 
have  recalled  his  love  for  the  priest- 
hood, his  gratitude  for  sharing  in  its 
dignity,  his  magnanimous  spirit  in  ful- 
filling his  apostolate  —  of  pastorship 
and  vocations  and  suffering.  May  we 
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be  privileged  to  close  this  discourse 

with  fervent  prayers  for  his  Immortal 

soul: 

^  God,  liJho  by  raising  Daniel  to  the 
dignity  of  the  priesthood  and  giving 
him  a  sh^ire  in  the  priesthood  of  the 
apostles,  grant  that  he  may  be  joined 
in  fello'y^ship  v/ith  them  forevermore. 
Through  Jesus  Christ  Our  Lord.^ 

(Sermon  preached  by  Father  Basil  F. 
Sullivan  at  the  funeral  of  Father 
Daniel  Forestell  in  St,  Basil's  Church, 
Toronto,  Tuesday,  April  26,  1966. 
Transcribed  from  the  preacher »s 
manuscript) 
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Your  Excellencies,  etc. 

On  Janmry  17 1  1919,  John  O'Loane,  a 
young  man  of  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
who  had  obtained  his  degree  from  the 
University  of  Toronto,  and  had  spent 
some  time  in  the  Royal  Canadian  Air 
Force  presented  himself  at  Stnt  Basil's 
Novitiate  in  Toronto*  After  a  period 
of  postulancy,  he  appeared  one  morning 
before  the  Superior,  and  the  following 
dialogue  took  place. 

The  Superior  asks,  "What  do  you  wish?" 

The  Postulant  answers,  "I  ask  for  the 
love  of  God  that  I  may  be  admitted  to 
this  Hovitiate  in  order  that  I  might 
serve  God  more  faithfully." 

"Could  it  be  for  some  other  reason  or 
impulse  that  you  are  making  this  request? 

"By  no  means,  Reverend  Fathers  Stimul- 
ated, perhaps,  by  God's  grace,  and  after 
mature  deliberation,  and  of  my  own  fz*ee 
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will,  I  feel  that  I  am  destined  by 
Divine  Providence  to  become  a  member 
of  this  Oonsregation. 

«*Do  you  not  know  tiiat  you  may  well  work 
out  your  salvation  by  remaining::  in  the 
world? 

"^I  realize  that,  Reverend  Father,  and 
I  fully  appreciate  the  position  of  those 
who  have  nade  that  choice,  but  this  is 
the  state  of  life  to  v.hich  I  feel  that 
I  have  been  called,  and  which  I  now 
choose." 


Whereupon  the  Superior  handed  the  young 

Ban  a  copy  of  our  rule  of  life,  or  the 

rule  for  the  life  of  ^!Ovices,  and  said: 

"Receive  this  rule,  which  we  give  you 
tliat  you  may  follow  it.   If  you  do  fol- 
low it,  it  will  be  your  guide,  and  Grod 
will  bleas  your  life." 

Several  years  later,  after  mature  study, 
personal  experience,  and  filled  v/ith  the 
love  of  God  and  neighbor,  John  O'Loane 
freely  accepted  the  challenge  which 
Christ  offered  him,  and  —  with  the  aid 
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of  the  three  vows  of  poverty,  chastity, 
and  obedience  —  consecrated  his  life 
forever  to  the  service  of  God  and 
neighbor.  And  on  that  occasion  Father 
O'Loane  begn  the  first  stage  of  his 
life  .'/ork# 

On  June  30th,  1923,  John  O'Loane  embarked 
on  the  second  and  most  important  part  of 
his  career  —  of  his  lif e.   It  was  his 
ordination  th  the  priesthood,  vife  see 
hiia  standing  before  the  beloved  Bishop 
Alexander  I^^donald,  and  saying  like 
tho  young  Samuel,  "Here  I  am,  0  Lord." 
We  see  him,  alone,  lying  on  his  stomach 
prostrate  in  a  perfect  act  of  abnegation 
before  God  and  his  confreres.  Around 
him  stand  a  group  of  priests  and  the 
ordaining  prelate  v/ho  raise  their  hands 
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to  show  that  he  is  worthy  to  be  a  priest, 
to  be  a  presbyter  —  an  old  man  in  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  His  Councils* 
Imagine  his  thoughts  —  this  chaste 
young  man  —  as  the  choir  intones  the 
great  litany  and  calls  down  as  witnesses 
to  this  tremendous  act  the  Most  Holy 
Trinity,  the  Saints,  the  Ilartyrs,  Vir- 
gins, Confessors,  vvidows  —  asking  them 
to  listen  to  their  prayers  and  to  inter- 
with  God  to  bless  this  levite. 

Father  0»I#oane  was  ordained  a  priest. 
We  call  it  the  dignity  of  the  priest- 
hood, as  the  Bishop  says,  but  there  is 
also  the  burden  of  the  priesthood.  The 
Bishop  cannot  do  his  task  by  himself; 
he  needs  trained  collaborators.  Listen 
to  this  wonderful  prayer  that  an  ordain- 
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ing  Bishop  says: 

"We  beseech  You,  0  Lord,  give  us  help 
In  our  infirmity •  We  beg  You,  Almighty 
Father,  to  bestow  on  these  your  servants 
the  dignity  of  the  priesthoods  Renew 
in  their  hearts  the  spirit  of  holiness • 
Help  them  to  hold  the  office  next  to 
ours  in  importance  v/hich  they  hs.ve  re- 
ceived from  you,  0  Lord,  and  by  their 
exaraple  to  inspire  others  to  strive  for 
perfection.  May  they  become  zealous 
fellow  workers  in  our  ministry.  May 
they  shine  in  all  the  Christian  virtues, 
so  that  they  will  be  able  to  give  a  good 
account  of  the  stewardship  entrusted  to 
thorn,  and  finally  attain  the  reward  of 
everlasting  life." 

Christ  the  Comforter  hov/ever  is  by  their 

side.  They  hear  these  v/ords,  ^Receive 

the  yoke  of  the  Lord. ..His  yoke  is 

sweet  and  His  burden  light." 

This  is  the  priesthood  with  its  oblig- 
ations and  its  grandeur.  A  new  phalanx 
of  levites,  ever  renev/ed,  vfill  pursue 
the  work  of  redemption,  and  it  will  be 
ever  thus  until  the  end  of  time.  Despite 
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everything,  despite  the  improbability, 
the  myster>'  of  faith  continues.  The 
imposition  of  liands,  proclaimed  effic- 
acious by  the  authority  of  the  Church 
alone  is  sufficient.  Hencefoiiih  the 
course  of  the  sacred  history  of  the 
people  of  ^od  is  fixed.  The  Ritual 
reads: 

"We  give  this  anointing  and  this  bless- 
ing in  order  that  whatever  they  may  con- 
secrate will  be  consecrated  and  sanc- 
tified." 

The  Bishop  says: 

"May  your  spiritual  doctrine  bring 
health  to  the  people  of  God;  may  the 
repute  of  your  life  delight  the  Church, 
and  may  your  conduct  be  the  instrument 
for  the  social  reform  of  the  Christian 
people,  and  may  holiness  in  all  its 
forms  shine  forth  in  your  lives." 

And  so  it  did  in  the  life  of mTHER 

0»LOANE. 
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How  well  he  succeeded  as  a  Basillan 
priest  is  seen  in  the  almost  unpreced- 
ented record  he  had  in  administration. 
For  almost  thirty-three  years.  Father 
0*Loane  was  a  superior  —  an  office 
that  he  surely  would  not,  by  nature^ 
desire.   It  was  no  mere  accident  — 
nor  expediency  —  that  his  talents  for 
this  work  were  seen  in  such  diversified 
offices  as  Principal  of  schools  and 
colleges,  lister  of  Novices,  Superior 
of  our  I'lajor  Seminary,  and  member  of 
the  General  Council •   In  all  these 
posts,  he  evidenced  great  charity  to- 
ward his  subjects,  as  well  as  the  assur- 
ance and  equanimity  of  those  who  have 
arrived  in  the  school  of  religious  life. 
Never  a  temporizer,  he  gave  his  subjects 
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an  excellent  example  of  what  a  religious 
priest  should  be,  and  he  demanded  the 
same»  He  was  never  tolerant  of  medioc- 
rity in  any  field,  and  certainly  not 
in  himself. 

Not  so  long  ago,  when  he  was  no  longer 
"in  office",  as  we  say,  he  retailed  to 
3t»   Mchael*s  College  School  to  do  what- 
ever work  was  assigned  to  him  by  his 
Superior.   It  is  only  the  vex^*^  great 
who  can  become  truly  humble.   It  is  a 
wonderful  tribute  to  say  that  a  man  who 
almost  alv/ays  ruled,  could  return  to 
ranks  with  joy,  contentraent,  and  en- 
thusiasm. But  Father  O'Loane  was  a 
dedicated  religious  —  a  dedicated 
priest.  His  last  active  day  found  him 
ready  to  fuflill  his  assignment,  but  he 
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suddenly  became  incapacitated,  and  per- 
haps never  knew  that  he  did  not  accoiap- 
lish  what  he  was  told  to  do. 

In  our  community  prayers  v/e  have  one 
which  begins  v/ith  the  words,  "Let  us 
praise  our  great  men  in  their  time." 
Can  contemporary  history  show  us  a  mors 
remarkable  priest?  Surely  he  was  a 
witness  of  the  transcendence  oi  the 
love  of  Christ  for  mankind. 

One  month  ago,  one  of  the  confreres 
and  I  went  to  see  him.  His  face  lighted 
up,  but  he  v/as  unable  to  speak.   He 
waved  his  arms  frantically  in  an  effort 
to  make  himself  understood.   I  wondered 
as  he  looked  at  his  poor  arm  if  there 
came  to  his  mind  the  thousands  of  times 
he  said  tiiis  prayer  as  he  put  on  the 
maniple: 
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"toy  I  be  worthy  to  wear  this  maniple 
of  tears  and  pain  so  that  I  may  receive, 
with  joy,  the  reward  of  this  labor. * 

On  his  bed  of  pain,  he  must  lave  re- 
called the  pilgrimage  he  nade  as  the 
Superior  of  Assairaption  College  to  Rome 
to  present  to  the  Holy  Father  on  behalf 
of  the  College  and  of  Assumption  Parish 
a  special  testimonial  on  the  occasion 
of  the  definition  of  the  dogma  of  the 
As sumption* 

As  we  take  leave  of  our  dear  confrere, 
we  must  not  forget  the  great  sorrow  of 
his  sister,  Helen.   It  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  assess  her  grief.  Only 
Grod  would  know  that.  Ko\irever,  since 
she  belongs  to  the  Dasilian  family,  we 
do  share  her  sorrow  in  a  very  special 
manner*  V/e  will  pra.y  God  to  give  her 
that  consolation  v/hich  surpasses  all 
human  expression. 
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I  have  been  looking  for  a  passage  which 

might  express  in  some  aianner  Father 

O^Loane's  simplicity,  iiis  innocence, 

and  his  holiness,   Jan  you  hear  him 

reading  these  words  and  being  completely 

in  accord  wii:h  their  meaning? 

"I  will  wash  ay  hands  among  the  innocent 
and  encompass  Thy  altar,  0  Iiord;  that  I 
may  hear  the  voice  of  Thy  praise,  and 
tell  of  Thy  wondrous  works, 

••I  have  loved,  0  Lord,  the  beauty  of 
Thy  house  and  the  place  where  Thy  glory 
dwell eth, 

"Take  not  away  my  soul,  0  God,  v/ith 
the  \^cked,  nor  «iy  life  v/ith  the  men 
of  blood. 

•♦In  whose  hands  are  iniquities;  their 
right  iiand  is  filled  with  gifts. 

"But  as  for  me,  1  have  walked  in  my 
innocence;  redeem  me  and  have  mercy 
on  me« 

"My  foot  hath  stood  in  the  direct  way; 
in  the  churches  I  will  bless  Thee, 
0  Lord." 
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0  worthy  Doctor,  Blessed  Basil,  light 
of  Holy  Church,  lover  of  divine  law, 
pray  to  the  Son  of  God  for  Father 
O'Loane.   And  ba  mindful  of  this  Con- 
gregation v/hich  you  have  possessed 
from  the  beginning • 


(Sermon  preaehed  by  Father  E«  Leonard 
Rush  at  the  funeral  of  Fr^ther  John 
O'Loane  in  holy  Rc»3ary  Church,  Toronto, 
May  25,  1966 •  Transcribed  from  the 
dittotid  copy  circul  ted  by  St.  Michael's 
Collese  bcriool,  copy  in  the  General 
'Archives  of  che  Basilicin  Fathers) 
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Gospel  of  the  Mass,  3.  Jean,  5,  25-29. 

II  y  a  une  phrase  dans  I'Evangile  quo 
nous  venons  d 'entendre,  mes  frdres,  qui 
revient  deux  fois;  "entendre  la  volx  du 
Fils  de  Dieu.^  II  mo  ssmble  nue  cette 
phrase  resume  admirablement  la  vie  d'un 
Chretien,  et  que  cette  phrase  est  cap- 
able de  nous  inspirer  les  vrais  senti- 
ments Chretien  h   cette  occasion  qui 
marque  une  6tape  decisive  dans  la  vie 
d'un  bienaime  des  n5tres» 

C'est  bien  la  voix  du  Fils  de  Dieu  qui 
appelle  I'homrae  k   la  vie;  c'est  sa  volx 
encore  qui  1 'appelle  au  baptSme  at  a 
la  vie  chretienne.   G'esfc  toujours  cette 
mfime  voix  qui  appelle  aux  sacrements, 
surtout  k   celui  de  I'Eucharistie,  o^   le 
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Chretien  et  le  Christ  ne  font  qu*un. 
he   Fils  de  Dieu  appelle  certains  4  son 
sacerdoce,  pour  que  sa  doctrine  et  sa 
vie  soit  communiquees  k   ses  fr^res.  Kt 
finalement,  il  appelle  l*tme  chretienne, 
qui  a  ^coute  et  qui  a  suivi  la  voix  du 
Christ,  k   ^changer  cette  lourde  vie  sur 
la  terrti,  centre  une  vie  au  ciel  avec 
lui,  vie  toute  splendide  et  radieuse, 
qui  ae  connalt  ni  deuil  ni  larme  ni 
aucune  souf franco* 

C'est  pour  cela  que  notre  liturgie  de 
ce  soir  revSt  un  certain  caractdre 
pascal.  Nous  celebrons  une  resurrec- 
tion k  une  nouvelle  vie»  Nous  renou- 
veions  une  fois  de  plus  la  passion,  la 
mort,  et  la  resurrection  du  Seigneur, 
quiest  h   la  fois  le  module  et  la  source 
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de  toute  vie  chr^tienne.  La  mort  chr^« 
tienne  n'est  jamais  le  point  final; 
elle  est  simplemeno  le  passage  i  la 
resurrection. 

Dans  un  esprit  d'esp^rance  chretienne 
tr&s  profonde,  done,  supplions  Dieu, 
d*abord,  avec  toute  I'Eglise,  pour  qu*il 
pardonne  k   not re  cher  pSre  et  fr^re  ses 
pech4s,  et  cu'il  ecariie  tout  obstacle 
k   cette  resurrection  k   la  vie  eternelle» 
Remercions  Dieu,  pour  toutes  les  riches 
grices  qu'ii  a  accordeea  k   ce  Chretien, 
pour  tout3  I'oeuvre  merveilleuse  real- 
isee  en  lui,  Chretien  et  prStre.  Louons 
Dieu,  parce  que  notre  frkre   a  combattu 
le  bon  combat,  a  accompli  sa  tache, 
est  reste  fiddle,  et  est  alle  rscevoir 
Xa  recompense  promise  par  le  Christ. 
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Nous  somraes  dans  la  peine  pares  c  ue 
nous  avons  perdu  un  p^re^   un  frSre,  un 
ami  qui  nous  est  trds  cher.  Mais  c'est 
una  peine  toute  iliunine©  de  joie  et 
d'esporance;  car  il  a  entendu  la  voix 
du  Fils  de  Dieu,  et  maintenant,  dana 
la  compangie  des  bienheureux,  il  nous 
attend* 


(Homily  preached  at  the  funeral  Mass 
of  Father  Charles  ^ume  by  Father  ?•«• 
Piatt,  :4ay  27th,  1966,  in  the  Chapel 
of  InstitutionSecondaire  du  Sacre- 
Coeui',  iinnonay,  at  45 00  p»flii»  Trans- 
cribed from  a  copy  sent  by  the  preacher 
which  has  been  deposited  in  the  General 
Archvies  ox  the  Baslli.^n  Fathers) 
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Meditation  on  death  and  eternal  life 
based  on  the  sentence  from  the  Preface 
of  the  Funerail  Mass:  "For  your  faithful 
people,  when  the  dwelling  v/hich  was 
theirs  on  earth  has  fallen  to  dust,  an 
eternal  home  stands  ready  for  them  in 
heaven •" 


If  v/e  were  to  ask  the  colleagues  2nd 
students  of  Father  McCann  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  »/indsor  where  he  was  head 
of  the  Department  of  -theology,  they 
would  have  no  hesitation  in  sayings 
"Surely  he  belongs  to  the  faithful 
people  of  God,  one  of  God's  vessels 
of  election." 

If  we  asked  the  people  in  the  various 
parishes  where  he  preached  and  ministered, 
and  in  the  many  religious  houses  where 
he  served  as  chaplain  or  gave  spiritual 
conferences,  they  v;ould  answer  with  one 
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accord:  "A  great  priest  of  ^^6.  —  a 
zealous  eiq^ orient  of  his  v/ord  and  a 
valiant  defender  of  His  ri^^hte.^* 

If  v;e  asked  the  staff  and  students  of 
St.  Basil's  Seminary  wtiere  he  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  priestly  life,  they 
would  give  a  unanimous  reply:  "A  shining 
witness  to  Christ  by  word  and  example; 
a  worthy  son  of  i>t»  Basil  —  destroyer 
of  error  and  strong  champion  of  right.*' 

Finally  if  we  were  to  ask  the  religious 
superiors  who  have  had  the  good  fortune 
to  have  him  on  their  staffs  during  the 
past  thirty-eight  years,  I  aa  sure  they 
would  all  sg;ree  with  me  when  I  say:  "He 
was  a  good  holy  religious.-*  And  those 
few  short  words  can  bespeak  volumes. 
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Last  year  when  Father  McGann  was  hospit- 
alized for  many  weeks,  he  spent  much 
time  readin-^  and  re-reading  the  psalms. 
^e   told  me  that  he  had  developed  a  great 
spiritual  kinship  wi^h  tht^ir  author, 
D^vid.   It  seemed  to  him  chat  David  in 
his  tribulations  gave  eloquent  expression 
to  the  feelinfis  of  his  own  heart  —  many 
of  the  psalms  became  so  relevant,  so 
applicable  to  his  own  situation.  For  us 
who  knew  i  ather  McCann  best  there  is  a 
passage  in  the  very  first  of  those 
psalms  that  is  easily  applicable  to 
him,  a  passage  that  fairly  summarizes 
his  life: 

Happy  the  man  who  delights  in  the 
law  of  the  Lord  and  meditates  on 
his  lav/  day  and  ni  lie ;  he  is  like 
a  tre3  planted  near  running  water, 
that  yields  its  fruit  in  due 
season  and  whose  leaves  never  fade. 
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It  sometimes  happens  that  a  man,  v/hen 
faced  v/ith  death,  says  something;  that 
typifies  his  v/hole  life  and  reveals  his 
true  character.  When  the  doctors  at 
the  hospital  were  slow  in  giving  Father 
McCann  ohe  results  of  their  diagnosis, 
he  said  to  one  of  his  confreres:  "Why 
don't  they  give  me  a  full  report?  I  am 
not  afraid  of  the  truth;  I  aia  ready  to 
accept  the  ?/ilI  of  God."  Tliat  v^as 
typical  of  the  man  —  a  fearless  fol- 
lower of  truth  wherever  It  may  lead, 
because  ultiiu^.tely  it  v/ill  lead  to  the 
God  of  truth. 

There  are  many  lessons  that  we  can  learn 
from  the  life  and  death  of  Father  McGann, 
but  there  is  one,  it  seems  to  me,  that 
is  most  manifest,  and  it  is  this  -— 
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that  it  is  not  such  a  dreadful  thing  to 
die  if  you  have  lived  for  God.  Msy  his 

memory,  like  the  leaves  of  the  tree 
planted  near  running  waiter,  never  fade 
atBong  us* 

Then  a  request  for  prayers  for  the  repose 
of  his  soul. 

(Notes  for  the  sermon  ;>reached  by  Father 
Ernest  J.  Lajeunesse  at  the  funeral  of 
Father  Leonard  McOann  in  Assa.TiLxion 
Church,  viiindsor,  on  .Wednesday,  August 
24,  19o6.   Transcribed  frj/n  the  ^-reAcher'j 
manuscript) 
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Address  at  the  Thirtieth  Anniveraary 
Dinner,  October  1,  1966 • 


I  once  asked  a  student  in  class  if  he 
had  ever  bad  any  romantic  experiences. 
There  Wv?.s  oome  laughter  until  I  explained 
that  it  coula  mean  the  unusual,  the  un- 
expected, sometliin]-',  opened  new  horizons, 
that  offered  nev/  challenges.   It  night 
raeand  meeting  a  bear  around  the  corner 
or  beint,  run  over  v/ith  a  truck,  perhaps 
an  unexpected  proposal  of  marriage  give 
or  take  leap  year,  in  short,  it  v/as 
definitely  something  NOT  f)rosaic  and 
whereas  it  was  requently  connected  with 
love,  that  v/as  really  a  restricted  inter- 
pref ration  oi'  the  word. 

I  feel  that  the  foundation  of  St.  Thomas 
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Itore  College,  due  to  the  circumstances 
under  v/hich  it  came  into  existence,  was 
reaiiy  in  the  realm  of  uhe  romantic*  I 
feel,  too,  th£it  my  life  iias  had  more 
than  the  usual  overtones  of  the  Romantic, 
in  the  above  mentioned  coniiext  of  course. 
Perhaps  it  needs  a  Romantic  to  do  the 
romantic.  Its  sudden,  simple  and  yet 
very  bizarre  inception  coupled  with  its 
multiphasic  aspects  were  all  very  un- 
usual. The  history  has  elements  of  the 
fable,  the  fanciful  it  not  the  extrava- 
gant. I  fscl  that  since  the  foundation 
of  this  Goliege  v/as  for  all  wfys  of 
speaking  my  very  child,  I  think  that 
It  would  not  be  amiss  to  inject  some 
autobiographical  note  perhaps  about  its 
father,  and  tsome  of  its  grand  parents 
and  aunts  and  or  uncles  by  adoption. 
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FOUGIVE  MS  THEN  for  a  very  personal, 
but  I  hope  short  note,  and  in  your  char- 
ity do  not  attribute  it  completely  to 
the  rambling  of  a  semi-senile  aged  per- 
son. I  am  too  old  to  be  praised,  and 
too  rational  to  expect  it,   I  do  under- 
stand that  it  is  only  in  Japan  that  they 
worship  their  ancestors,  at  least  until 
a  few  years  ago  —  and  we  are,  of  course, 
in  Canada* 

I  ..'A3  BORN  IN  TORONTO,  but  that  handicap 
has  been  rendered  almost  nil,  because 
since  that  time,  I  have  travelled  on 
three  different  passports,  and  now  live 
once  again  in  -J-'oronto  but  under  quite 
unsual  conditions.   I  am  now  officially 
an  immi^7;rant  v/ith  a  special  recognition 
as  a  landed  immirgant* 
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Mr  FATHER?  A  CIVIC  OFFICIAL  with  heavy 
military  overtones  destined  me  from 
childhood  to  study  in  the  gymnasium  in 
Germany,  and  to  think  that  his  ancestors 
came  from  the  North  oi  Ireland.  Is  that 
romantic?  But  then  the  Royal  Family  has 
strong  german  strains,  not  forgetting 
Maraget's  Husband  *s  Mother  vfhich  helped 
Kraft  durch  Freude.   I  was  raised  in 
spartan  surroundings  v/ith  certain 
strains  of  Toronto  conservatism,  rubbing 
shoulders  with  the  Masseys,  not  Vincent, 
of  course,  but  his  brother  Raymond  much 
my  junior,  who  seemed  destined  for  a 
career  in  no  way  akin  to  Doctor  Kil- 
dare's  immediate  superior.   He  is  a 
great  actor,  and  has  brought  great  art 
to  the  entertainment  v/orld.   In  this 
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surrounding  my  training  was  a  mixture 

of  ardent  Methodism,  and  staunch  if 

perhaps  dour  Presbyterianism  vd.th  much 

emphasis  on  the  vVestminster  Catechism 

and  IciTge  doses  of  Calvin.  Little  did 

I  realize  that  later  on  I  v/ould  be 

telling  my  students  of  the  wonderful 

prose  of  this  great  divine.  My  sishool 

was  a  wonderful  where  we  learned  to 

think  of  those  not  of  our  school  and 

pariahs  and  people  v/hom  Ood  could 

hardly  have  come  to  save.  To  this 

school  went  also  the  l^lallon  boy. 

I  DID  NOT  BNCOUNTEH  CATHOLIC  EDUCATION 
UNTIL  I  enetred  the  University  of 
Toronto  and  St.  Michael's  College, 
one  of  the  Federated  Colleges  which 
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was,  I  think,  to  serve  later  as  a  model 
for  i>t»  Thomas  More.   I  am  not  quite 
sure,  but  it  was  here  that  I  was  to  ex- 
perience a  certain  type  oi  the  Romantic. 
Could  I  have  been  destined  for  this  St. 
Michael's?  for  ti  was  in  this  very 
place  that  I  was  to  meet  the  man  who 
more  than  any  other  was  to  play  an 
extremely  important  role  in  ray  adminis- 
trative and,  of  course,  spiritual  life, 
Father  Carr.   Looking  back,  I  might 
sing,  as  the  record  says  "When  I  was 
Seventeen,  that  v/as  a  very  good  year, 
but  then  that  was  a  pre-Carr  year.*'  I 
was  frequently  tardy  because  I  lived 
far  from  the  College,  and  often  did  not 
nake  it  on  time  at  his  classes,  or  at 
all.   I  prided  myself  on  certain  know- 
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ledge  of  Liitin  and  German,  subjects 
which  he  taught,  but  he  gave  me  no 
recognition,  save  scorn  and  mild  in- 
vective.  I  threatened  to  transfer  to 
University  College  or  Tirnity  where  ray 
school  churns  were,  and  as  they  say  in 
THESE  days,  there  was  where  the  action 
was.  He  said,  *'Fine,  Go  ahead  and  go". 
But  I  just  stayed  on. 

I  t  was  in  this  unsympathetic  surround- 
ings that  I  decided  to  become  a  priest 
and  to  join  the  Congregation  of  the 
Basilian  Fathers.   I  entered  the  Order 
only  to  be  told  by  the  Acting  Superior 
General,  —  a  very  dignified  English- 
man —  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  by 
no  stretch  of  the  imagination  could  he 
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see  that  I  was  adapted  for  their  manner 
of  life.  The  incident  happened  about 
two  weeks  before  I  was  to  make  my 
temporary  vows  in  the  Order,  and  was 
provoked  by  the  fact  that  I  had  put  on 
a  tabernacle  veil  of  the  wrong  color. 

MO  ONE  SEiil^ED  TO  REGRET  HAVING  TOLD  ME 
TO  GO  mimi   Or  even  to  say  that  I  should 
stay,  and  so  I  just  stayed  on  for  forty 
years  approximately.   I  returned  to  St. 
Michael's  and  whom  should  I  meet,  and 
this  time  in  capacity  of  ray  superior, 
but  Father  Carr.   He  subsequently  became 
my  i>upe  rior  General,  and  thereby  had 
complete  control  over  my  destiny  — 
complete,  save  that  he  could  not  order 
me  to  be  I'UT  TO  DEATH.   And  NWO  TO  THE 
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KATTEH  AT  HAIID.  One  day  early  in  Spring 
1936,  after  I  had  been  in  administration, 
and  thought  that  this  particular  type  of 
life  v/as  finished  for  me,  he  sent  for  me 
and  said,  "You  are  goin£;  out  to  Saska- 
toon to  establish  a  College  similar  to 
that  here  at  St.  Michael •s.  Have  you 
anything  to  say?  v/hat  a  rhetorical 
question.  A  few  days  later  he  said, 
Bishop  Murray  is  conducting  a  retreat 
at  St.  Augustine's  Seminary,  l^e  shall 
see  him  tomorrow."  i/hen  we  met,  Father 
Carr  said,  "This  is  Father  ^iush  who  is 
going  to  establish  the  College  in  Sas- 
katoon." I  do  not  know  whether  or  not 
Bishop  Murray  had  ever  heard  of  me  be- 
fore, but  it  did  not  matter.  He  was 
an  extremely  gracious  man.  I  had  already 
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heard  about  him  v/hen  he  was  Professor 
of  Theology  in  the  Rijor  Jeminary  of 
the  Redemptorist  Fathers  in  New  York, 
and  secondly  as  Provincial  of  the  same 
Fathers  who  lamented  the  fact  that  their 
Provincial  was  being  elevated  to  the 
Episcopate,  for  this  appointment  had 
deprived  them  of  a  wonderful  leader  and 
a  true  Father,  very  tender  and  solici- 
tous for  his  priests,  I  must  say  that 
Bishop  Murray  was  a  man  of  very  keen 
intelligence,  and  very  rapidly  grasped 
the  role  of  the  affiliated  college 
within  the  provincial  University. 

FATHER  CARiC  TOU)  ME  TO  READ  THE  CORRES- 
PONDENCE  DEALING  ^TH  THE  AFFILIATION 
and  come  back  in  two  days,  v/lien  I  was 
him,  he  was  shaving.  He  was  apparently 
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convinced  that  there  was  no  obex  to 
dialoguing  through  a  blanket  of  lather. 
Several  tir.ies,  when  I  brought  up  certain 
matters,  he  v/ould  say,  ^That  is  not 
there".   After  I  had  re-read  the  clause, 
he  would  say,  'Hleally",  or,  "Oh".   I 
mention  this,  of  course,  to  show  his 
complete  lack  of  interest  in  details, 
or  his  holy  or  unholy  indifference  as 
we  say  when  speaking  of  religious  per- 
sons. 

All  he  said  was,  "Get  your  ticket  and 
go  to  Saskatoon.  Everything  will  be 
taken  care  of."   I  make  this  statement 
without  any  reservations  at  all.   I 
asked,  ^Vhat  am  I  to  do?"  "Why,  start 
a  college?"  Finally  the  day  before  my 
departure,  he  said  that  Father  Gerald 
Anglin  would  follow  me.   I  was  delighted 
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with  this  young,  former  lawyer,  a  man 
of  hi;;h  personal  integrity,  and  of 
course  right  in  the  Thomas  More  strain. 
Father  v/as  a  member  of  one  of  Canada's 
most  illustrious  farailies  v/ho  had  been 
lulled  to  sleep  with  the  sound  of  the 
bells  on  Parliament  Hill  in  the  Capital 
or  to  the  reading  of  long  passages  from 
Hansard.  In  addition  he  was  to  be  a 
perfect  foil  for  ne,  were  we  not  the 
anode  and  the  cathode.  And  he  was  just 
the  one  to  endure  my  mercurial  temper. 
He  was  certainly  a  man  for  all  seasons 
and  persons.  To  him  I  and  the  College 
owe  an  enormous  debt  of  gratitude.  He 
is  a  very  sane  and  saintly  person. 

Bishop  Murray  met  me  at  the  station  and 
dear  Father  Joseph  O'Leary  gave  me  hos- 
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pitality  as  rector  of  the  Cathedral. 
Many  a  good  deed  he  performed  both 
spiritually  and  materially.   Often  when 
he  bought  groceries,  he  v/ould  add  some 
for  us.  May  I  say  for  the  record  that 
without  the  aid,  in  its  widest  sense, 
of  these  two  men,  we  could  scarcely 
have  carried  on. 

AND  NOfi/  TO  THE  FOUNDATION.   I  made  an 
appointment  with  the  wonderful  President 
Walter  Murray,  the  great  young  old  man, 
and  nov7  the  play  had  begun.  The  very 
strange  part  of  this  was  that  nobody 
but  the  three  persons  actually  knew 
that  I  had  arrived.   It  was  decided 
that  I  should  teach  French,  English. 
Father  Anglin  v;as  to  be  in  the  depart- 
ment of  History.  But  what  WAS,  and 


1 


Rush  —  ST.  THOMAS  MORE  COLLEGE   49 
1936  -  1966 

tfHEilE  was  St.  Thomas  More  College?  No- 
one  seems  to  have  thought  of  this  ques- 
tion and  v/hen  I  asked  Father  Carr,  he 
merely  said,  "That's  your  v/ork.  Get 
your  tick*  and  go." 

WHEKK  WAS  THK  COLLIiGE?  Certainly  not 
in  the  Cathedral  Hectory,  not  at  Bell's 
Drug  Store,  surely  not  in  Animal  Hus- 
bandry because  they  were  expecting  a 
great  increase  of  pensionnaires  the 
follov/ing  Spring,  and  they  were  Dean 
Kirk's  first  concern.  Father  Carr  must 
have  been  thinking  of  the  passage  of 
scripture,  "Be  not  solicitous".  Fortun- 
ately the  University  provided  us  with 
space  for  our  three  classes. 

Finally,  after  much  discussion  with  good 
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and  patient  Bishop  Murray,  it  was  de- 
cided to  use  the  little  v/hite  house 
which  was  known  as  the  Newman  Club  and 
which  belonged  to  the  episcopal  corpor- 
ation and  where  Hr,   Basil  Kiarkle  lived 
and  conducted  the  Newman  Olub.  Unfor- 
tunately at  this  time,  Dr.  llarkle  was 
not  in  Saskatoon.  It  was  decided,  hov;- 
ever,  to  have  a  sign  painted  and  out  on 
the  porch  vd.th  the  inscription,  '^St. 
Thomas  More  College,**  to  let  the  people 
on  College  Drive  know  where  the  new 
College  v/as  established,   ^he  name  had 
been  chosen  since  its  inception  because 
Thomas  More  had  been  Chancellor  of  the 
realm.  He  had  been  a  writer  and  had 
only  recently  been  numbered  among  the 
iiaints.  May  I  say,  at  this  time,  that 


Rush  —  oT.   THOf'iAS  MORE  COLLEGE     51 
1936  -  1966 

it  might  well  have  been  called  Murray 
College,  v/ith  President  Murray  and 
^ishop  Murray  as  co-^'ounciers,  for  with- 
out these  tv/o  men,  and  certainly  without 
the  first,  it  would  not  have  lasted  per- 
haps two  years*  Let  me  say  too  that 
prior  to  our  arrival  there  had  been  only 
Affiliated  Theological  Colleges •   I  am 
sure  that  the  presence  of  an  Arts  Col- 
lege must  have  aroused  much  speculation, 
if  not  controversy  about  our  status. 
Fortunately,  I  knew  nothing  of  this  and 
must  say  that  President  Murray  was  happy 
to  see  us  and  he  and  his  staff  as  we  met 
them  subsequently  were  extremely  cordial 
to  us.  You  will  be  interested  in  hear- 
ing, perhaps  for  the  fir^  time,  that 
President  Murray  had  envisaged  the  Col- 
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lege  since  1925 •  This  idea  was  born 
though  his  close  friendship  with  Sir 
Robert  Falconer  who  was  then  President 
of  the  University  of  Toronto  and  was  a 
great  adrairer  of  Federation,   ^'here  was 
also  Sir  William  Mulock,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  University  of  Toronto,  who  added 
his  advice  on  the  question.   And  so, 
some  time  later,  Father  Garr  on  behalf 
of  the  Basilian  Fathers  and  President 
Miirray  on  behalf  of  the  University  made 
the  agreement.  President  Murray  had 
now  brought  to  realization  a  dream  that 
he  wanted  to  see  realized  before  he  re- 
tired. To  him,  of  course,  the  Catholic 
people  of  the  Province  of  Saskatachewan 
will  be  indebted  as  lorn;  as  3t.  Thomas 
More  College  endures.   I  do  hope  that 
some  day  there  will  be  in  this  College 
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a  plaque  to  the  Murray  Brothers,  might 
I  say*   I  might  even  paraphrase  scrip- 
ts ure  and  say,  "Had  not  President  Murray 
conceived  and  founded  it,  in  vain  v;ould 
they  have  laboured  who  tried  to  bring 
it  to  fulfillment •"   I  must  add  for 
you,  the  Alurrmi,  that  the  university 
authorities  gave  me  tremendous  help  and 
support,  good  advice  and  President 
Murray  much  counsel,  ^e  often  said, 
"Principal  iiush,  look  to  your  standards 
that  nobody  enters  by  the  back  door." 
But  here  there  v/as  no  danger  of  that 
because  v/e  set  up  a  system  by  which 
everybody  enters  by  the  one  door,  and 
that  v/as  the  University  Registrar's 
door.   I  must  now  mention  the  former 
President  W.P.  Thompson  who  gave  us 
such  support  and  subsequently  James 
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Sutherland  Thomson,  Mr.  v^ier,  the  iiegis- 
trar  who  worked  out  so  many  details  with 
Dean  Thomson,  ana  the  incomparable  and 
Most  Efficient  Marion  Evans  Younger,  now 
Emeritus  secretary • 

And  now  a  very  special  tribute  to  Dr. 
Basil  Markle  v/hose  family  I  knew  so 
well  and  whose  brother  and  I  were  on 
the  University  of  Toronto  debating  team. 
Dr.  Markle  had  come  out  to  set  up  a 
Department  of  Scholastic  Philosophy  be- 
fore the  College  was  founded,  and  to 
direct  the  Newman  Club.  Everywhere  in 
this  Province,  there  are  thousands  of 
students  who  have  blessed  and  still 
bless  his  name.  Perhaps  no  one  but  I 
will  be  able  to  assess  the  radical 
change  that  he  had  to  make  when,  suddenly, 
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practically  out  of  the  sky,  he  was  to 
give  over  the  building  v;hich  had  been 
his  home  for  this  greater  v/ork,  an  af- 
filiated College.  As  I  mentioned  the 
actual  foundation  of  the  College  at 
that  particular  tirae  had  come  as  a 
complete  surprise  to  all  save  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  the  wrench  that 
this  good  man  must  have  felt  was  mot 
appreciated  by  me.  I  shall  not  forget 
our  first  meeting  in  the  cathedral  rec- 
tory, when  the  matter  was  talked  over, 
and  later  when  he  and  I  talked  privately. 
From  that  day,  we  never  had  a  single 
word,  ill  feeling  or  hostility.  God 
rest  his  soul. 

Then  Dr.  Leddy,  the  young  Rhodes  Scholar 
who  had  just  returned  from  England  and 
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whom  Dr.  Murray  said  that  he  had  ap- 
pointed to  the  university  staff  as  a 
help  perhaps  to  us,  to  quote  Dr.  Mur- 
ray's words.  WHAT  A  GRACIOUS  GESTURE 
ON  THE  i^ART  OF  DR.  MURRAI,  and  v/hat  a 
friend  Francis  Leddy  turned  out  to  be, 
and  what  a  great  educator  he  has  become. 
I  may  digress  and  say  that  I  had  the 
honor  of  joining  him  and  his  v/ife  in 
Holy  Matrimony  in  the  little  white 
house.  Our  first  wedding,  of  course. 

But  now  LET  US  TALK  ABOUT  THE  ./OMEN 
STUDENTS.  Nowhere  in  Canada,  if  I 
r^oember  correctly,  was  there  such  a 
thing  as  a  Catholic  co-educational  col- 
lege. To  be  sure,  we  were  all  together 
in  the  University  of  Saskatchewan,  and 
that  is  the  way  we  envisaged  and  wanted 
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the  new  College  to  be,  but  the  question 
"What  about  women?"  arose •  WHAT  MAN 
could  possibly  understand  the  FEMININE 
MYSTI'.^UE?  Certainly  not  a  priest.  We 
certainly  had  to  have  some  one  v/oman  of 
great  personal  intellectual  and  social 
integrity,  and  we  found  her,  almost 
miraculously,  right  at  our  door.  Dr. 
^ernardine  Bujila  v/ho  was  to  help  us  in 
this  new  work,  and  v/as  gracious  to  do 
this  per  amore.  V/hat  a  treasure,  she 
was,  and  still  is.  Dr.  Murray,  of  course, 
recomraended  her  and  said  to  me  one  day, 
"She  is  the  mosu  brilliant  student  who 
ever  graduated  from  this  university." 
This  was  the  Founder  of  the  University 
who  was  speaking.  She  had  recently  re- 
turned from  Columbia  University  v/here 
she  had  taken  her  Master's  degree  in 
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Latin,  but  she  had  equal  honours  in 
French  and  spoke  it  fluently  since  she 
had  done  part  of  her  earlier  education 
in  the  i^rovince  of  ,uebec,  and  as  you 
may  know  some  years  later  she  was  to 
make  a  great  name  for  herself  at  the 
University  of  Chicago  and  subsequently 
at  the  University  of  Michigan  where  she 
obtained  her  doctorate.  Friends  of 
mine  at  both  institutions  were  amazed 
that  such  a  brilliant  woman  would  turn 
down  very  attractive  offers  to  join 
their  staffs  and  would  on  the  other 
hand  choose  a  relatively  unkno^vn,  at 
that  time,  University  of  Saskatachewan. 
But  she  v/as  dedicated  to  Saskatchewan 
and  to  her  work  and  family  here,  and 
subsequently  became  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment*  I  was  tryin^^;  to  compare  her  with 
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some  outstanding  woman,  and  the  one 
who  comes  to  my  mind,  I  have  to  be 
careful  because  this  v/oman  is  in  pol- 
itics and  may  lose  her  head  tomorrov/. 
But  Dr.  Bujila  is  really  the  predecessor 
of  Mrs.  Indri  Ghandi,  but  unfortunately 
Canadians  >iave  never  appreciated. 

AKD  aO  CLASSES  BEGAN  .^TH  A  SMALL  ENROL- 
ment,  and  with  much  wonderment  as  to 
just  what  we  were  doing,   j^e  were  be- 
sieged by  young  athletes  and  entre- 
preneurs of  teams.   Somehoif  we  had  be- 
come confused  with  the  High  School  De- 
partment of  St.  Mich^iel's  College,  which 
was  an  independent  unit,  and  which  had 
just  had  a  very  great  success  in  sports. 
To  bring  the  matter  closer  to  home,  did 
not  the  heroes  of  that  season,  the  Metz 
brothers,  come  from  Delisle?   ^here 
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were  many  details  to  iron  out,  many 
procedures  to  establish,  but  there  was 
always  great  help  from  all  departments 
of  the  administration,  ^ven  durin.^  the 
first  year,  I  was  asked  to  take  on  cer- 
tain overload,  and  in  the  second  year, 
our  very  great  friend.  Dr.  Lindsay,  the 
great  Bean  of  the  College  of  Medicine, 
was  Instrumental  in  ray  getting  quite  a 
number  of  pre-medical  students.  If  I 
am  not  mistaken  Dr.  Dugald  Blue  was  one 
of  them,  and  there  are  a  number  of  out- 
standing practitioners,  several  of  whom 
I  see  in  Toronto,  vihom   I  cound  among  my 
best  friends.  And  then  there  was  Jiramie 
I'horapson,  the  son  of  President  Thompson, 
who  is  now  making  a  name  for  himself  in 
the  Department  of  Anatomy  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  ^oronto. 
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At  this  stage  in  our  first  year,  we 
thought  it  might  be  nice  to  have  a  tea 
and  to  invite  our  friends,  a  sort  of 
inaugural  affair.  And  we  thought  it 
might  be  good  to  have  a  coat  of  arms, 
for  what  college  of  any  ranking  does 
not  possess  a  coat  of  arms,  and  did  we 
not  have  already  the  Arms  of  the  family 
of  Thomas  More.  I  thought  that  Father 
Anglin  with  his  legal  background  might 
invent  soiiething.  ^e  did  and  it  was 
imprinted  on  the  invitation.  The  tea 
was  a  great  success,  due  to  Mrs.  Hoe- 
scher  and  her  valiant  cohorts,  but  the 
coat  of  a rms  was  not.  One  of  our 
friends.  Professor  Atkinson,  said  to  a 
student  that  it  was  outrageous  and  she 
came  to  me  with  tears  in  her  eyes  feel- 
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ing  that  the  whole  integrity  of  the 
Ghurch  had  been  jeopardized.  Hov/ever, 
the  professor  was  correct,  and  since 
he  had  done  a  monograph  on  the  coats  of 
arms  in  the  great  hall  at  Cambridge,  I 
approached  him  and  said,  "You  did  not 
like  our  crest.  You  are  an  authority, 
would  you  not  like  to  do  one  for  us, 
using  the  Thomas  More  Arms?"  He  did 
it  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
in  Canada,  especially  the  large  one 
with  the  mantling,  representing  a 
rider's  cloak  v/hich  lias  been  slashed 
and  blows  in  the  v/ind  as  his  horse 
speeds  on. 

All  during  this  time,  the  students  were 
most  loyal.   Dr.  Ilarkle  had  created  such 
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a  wonderful  spirit,  that  there  was  no 
distinction  between  the  students,  no 
difference  as  to  what  faculty  they  be- 
longed.  St.  Thomas  More  College  and 
the  Newman  Club  were  one.   i'his  was  the 
centre  for  the  Catholic  students  on  the 
campus  of  the  University  of  Saskatach- 
ewan.   It  was  not  conceived  as  a  means 
of  keeping  them  apart.  vVe  were  too 
much  aware  of  Ilewrnan^s  idea  of  a  Uni- 
versity to  know  wherein  consists  a  real 
community.   The  Sunday  morning  break- 
fasts were  carried  on  tuntil  they  later 
on  reached  their  more  florescent  per- 
iods under  the  aegis  of  the  miraculous 
Father  McGahey. 

DUflBIG  THESE  DAYS  were  we  to  witness 
and  to  share  in,  to  some  extent,  the 
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hardships  of  this  era.   We  soon  learned 
from  first  hand,  the  meaning;  of  complete 
loss  of  crop  — -  how  trite  almost  to  say 
these  words  which  in  themselves  are 
truly  devastating  v/ords.  Frost,  hail, 
drought,  grasshoppers,  to  hear  a  student 
say,  "irfe  were  90^^  destroyed^,  took  us 
some  time  to  unaerstand  the  impact  of 
these  words  on  him,  on  her,  and  on  their 
families,  ^hat  sacrifices  they  made, 
how  they  ever  subsisted  throughout 
those  years  with  their  own  co-operative 
housekeeping,  frugal  living.  For  those 
Alumni  who  may  be  here  tonight,  I  offer 
yoM   the  greatest  praise.   I  salute  you 
as  all  the  members  of  the  University 
do.  To  have  flourished  in  this  adver- 
sity is  more  than  Spartan.  May  I  say, 
that  we  too  ,  in  our  little  College, 
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felt  sorae  of  these  hardships •   A  certain 
retrenchement,  a  little  more  housekeep- 
ing, a  kicking,  of  the  furnace,  v/hich 
had  such  an  enormous  appetite. 

But  we  did  have  wonderful  friends. 
Professor  Spinks,  I  think,  it  was  who 
invited  me  to  join  a  club  called  the 
UNASHAMED.   I  thanked  him  and  psoke  to 
Bishop  Murray,  my  mentor.   The  name 
sounded  suspicious,  but  it  turned  out 
to  be  a  group  of  very  fine  young  pro- 
fessors wlio  planned  literary  readings, 
some  improrapt  i  celebration,  discussions 
and  numbered  even  the  youthful  President 
Murray.  vVe  used  to  invite  some  of  these 
friends  to  share  our  frup;al  board.  How 
can  I  ever  forget  Dr.  Spinks.  Every 
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time  I  met  him,  I  felt  an  upsurge  of 

energy  and  waited  for  the  performance 

to  begin.  rUid  my  friend,  the  Viking 
Dr.  Anstensen* 

May  I  tell  you  about  the  Levee.  Father 
Anglin  and  I  thought  it  might  be  nice 
to  have  a  "bash"  for  the  staff,  especi- 
ally the  heads  of  the  department,  and 
to  have  it  on  the  morning  of  New  ^ear'« 
Day.  0  iiomance.  We  called  it  a  levue 
like  the  leaders  of  parliament  have, 
but  it  v/as  borrowed  from  the  French 
Court  where  Louis  XIV  and  others  were 
accustomed  to  receive  members  of  their 
court  in  their  bedroom,  the  first  thing 
in  the  morning  when  they  got  up.  Lever 
of  course.  It  was  limited  to  their  most 

intimate  friends  and  the  rank  of  the 
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individual  was  established  by  the  place 
he  had  near  the  bed.  Of  course  the  bed 
was  made,  and  specially  too,  for  it  was 
called  a  show  bed,  un  lit  de  parade. 
They  say  that  our  announcement  did  cause 
some  admiration  in  the  real  sense  in 
Saskatoon.  Some  one  gave  us  Hudson  Bay 
Nectar,  and  Father  Anglin  and  someone 
else  spent  a  great  part  of  New  Year*s 
Eve  making  it.  The  recipe  came  from 
some  friends  in  New  Orleans,  and  they 
said,  all  ingredients  must  be  dropped 
in,  to  obtain  the  proper  viscosity  or 
something.   They  did  it.  Fruit  cake, 
shortbread,  and  for  the  levee.   It  was 
a  particularly  good  hour,  more  sym- 
pathetic than  you  would  think  for  late 
risers,  and  the  beverage  that  tasted 


Rush  —  3T.  THCTiAS  MORE  COLLEGE     6d 
1936  -  1966 

like  Nectar  and  felt  like  velvet.  The 
hours  were  eleven  to  one,  and  more  than 
one  asked  if  we  might  not  have  a  very- 
small  container  to  take  a  few  drams 
home  to  their  good  wives.   It  was  a 
lovely  afternoon,   i'hey  say  on  leaving, 
Vive  La  I*evee.  Pop  goes  the  iVassail. 

All  this  time  there  was  much  serious 
work  being  done  in  our  ^^ollege,  especi- 
ally in  conjunction  with  the  University 
fiind  through  Dr.  Margaret  Cameron,  the 
eternally  young  head  of  the  French  De- 
partment, I  was  doing  more  v/ork  and  we 
were  extremely  happy.   Subsequent  Pres- 
idents were  most  interested  in  our  work 
as  well  as  the  deans,  in  a  word  we  felt 
that  we  belonged*  And  somehow  or  diher 
I  knew  that  we  belonged. 
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The  subsequent  history  of  the  College, 
under  the  direction  of  my  relentless 
driver,  Father  Garr,  paved  the  way  for 
the  great  v;ork  which  has  been  done  by 
subsequent  Principals.  All  this  \\as 
been  told  so  well  by  Mr.  Bernard  Daly 
in  the  famous  Chelsea  Annual,  a  very 
fine  publication,   -^he  only  tiling  I 
regret  v/as  that  3t.  Thomas  More  College 
did  not  rpint  privately,  perhaps  they 
have  but  I  am  not  sure.  Dr.  Bujila's 
scholarly  monograph  on  the  Church  and 
Tolerance.   It  is  a  tremendous  contri- 
bution to  the  interrelated  fields  of 
history,  sociology  and  humanity  in 
general.   I  v/ould  like  to  see  this  mono- 
graoh,  even  at  this  date,  sent  out 
tlirough  the  country.   After  all,  we 
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are  still  reading  St.  Thomas,  Hobbes, 
Locke,  Benthaxa.  I  ask  you  members, 
especially  try  to  read  it» 

And  so  it  happened  that  one  year:  FathSr 
Mulcahy  left  the  Cathedral  Parish  for 
chaplaincy  work,  Dr.  Markle  for  further 
study,  and  Father  ^^ush  to  teach  in  an- 
other spot.  Old  teachers  do  not  die, 
tney  just  ^ade  avray. 

THE  fX)UNDIHG  OF  THIS  COLLEGE  must  have 
had  some  other  purpose  than  a  series 
of  episodes.   It  was  certainly  conceived 
by  Presi<fet  ^!urray  for  a  far  loftier 
prupose.  A'he  greatest  adventure  that 
man  can  have  in  life  is  to  be  orien- 
tated tov/ards  the  lasting,  the  spiritual, 
the  ineffable,  and  means  the  eternal. 
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It  was  for  this  reason  that  I  was  struck 
by  St.  Thomas  More*s  constant  thought, 
expressed  in  different  ways,  when  he 
was  confronted  by  problems  affecting 
the  realm  and  his  own  personal  prob- 
lems.  Christ  is  our  head  and  hence  our 
motto,  "Caput  nostrum  Christ us".  Dr. 
Murray  knev/  and  understood  the  meaning 
of  religion  in  our  lives.   He  v/anted 
men  and  women  of  different  faiths  to 
know  that  their  belief  in  the  eternal 
by  no  means  impeded  their  knowledge  of 
and  belief  in  the  new,  the  relative. 
He  believed,  as  Newman  did,  that  various 
groups  had  something  to  give  to  the 
total  and  most  certainly  something  to 
receive  from  their  neighbors. 
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This  is  home  coming  v/eek.   You  Alumni 
come  home  to  the  place  v/here  you  have 
been  reared  in  this  special  university 
scheme.   You  have  come  home  to  recall 
certain  facts  and  attitudes  which  were 
supposed  to  be  directives  in  your  lives. 
Gould  it  be  that  this  College,  and 
similar  colleges,  anticipated  the  con- 
ciliar  aggiornamento?  Gould  this  Rom- 
ance have  heightened  the  interrelation- 
ship betv/een  you,  me,  your  and  ray  fellow 
citizens.   Here  you  possibly  met  and 
remember  the  new  and  the  unusual.   You, 
too,  nay  have  had  your  romance.   It  may 
well  ue  that  in  the  generations  to  come, 
men  will  read  the  establishment  of  this 
College  as  a  re-thinking  of  conventional 
images,   ihe  recent  Council  views  your 
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personal  activity  when  entered  on  res- 
ponsibly as  being  a  means  of  personal 
fulfillinent  and  as  having  iraportance  in 
so  far  as  it  contributes  to  human  prog- 
ress and  social  advance •  ^hat  lessons 
do  you  take  home  from  this  home?  That 
th©  Ohurch  shows  the  world  that  an 
authentic  union,  social  and  external, 
results  from  a  union  of  minds  and  hearts, 
namely  from  that  faith  and  charity  by 
which  her  ox-m  unity  is  rooted  in  the 
Holy  spirit.  The  Church  looks  with  great 
respect  upon  all  the  TRUE,  the  good  and 
just  elements  found  in  the  very  wide 
variety  of  institutions  which  the  human 
race  has  established  for  itself,  and 
constantly  continues  to  establish.  VJe 
are  exhorted  to  discharge  our  earthly 
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duties  conscientiously  and  in  response 
to  the  gospel  spirit.  They  are  mistaken 
who,  knowing  that  we  Viave  here  no  abid- 
ing city  and  seek  one  which  is  to  come, 
think,  therefore,  that  they  may  shirk 
their  earthly  responsibilities.  For 
they  are  forgetting  that  by  the  faith 
itself,  they  are  more  than  ever  obliged 
to  measure  up  to  these  duties,  each  one 
according  to  his  proper  vocation. 
Therefore,  let  there  be  no  false  op- 
position between  professional  and  social 
activities  on  one  hand,  and  religious 
life  on  the  other.  The  Alumnus  who 
neglects  his  temporal  duties,  neglects 
his  duties  towards  his  neighbor  and  to 
God.  You  can  gather  your  human,  domes- 
tic, social  problems  into  one  vital 


Rush  —  iiT.  THOMAa  Macii  COLLEGE     75 
1936  -  1966 

synthesis  with  religious  values  under 
whose  supreme  direction  all  things  are 
harmonized  unto  God's  glory. 

And  now  my  dear  friends  and  alumni  I 
say  to  you  not  'Au  revoir'^  but  "Adieu". 
I  am  most  grateful  to  you  for  bringing 
me  back  to  speak  to  you  and  to  meet 
you.   I  am  at  home,  Je  suis  chez  moi. 
Je  le  sais,  je  le  sens. 

Friday  morning  I  awakened  to  find  sun- 
rise with  its  particular  hues  of  silver 
and  white  coming  over  the  prairies,  a 
cool,  clean  air  of  vigor,  inspiration 
and  hope.  And  now  I  walk  on  and  on, 
in  the  twilight  of  life,  but  I  shall 
never  .;alk  alone.   I  have  so  many  mem- 
ories accompanying  me  of  people  whom  I 
loved  more  than  I  realized.   I  knew  I 
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had  to  lose  them,  but  I  know  I  am  going 
to  find  them.  I  shall  be  waiting  for 
yoU|  too,  my  friends. 


(Address  to  the  St.  Thomas  Ilore  College 
Alumni  Association  by  Father  Leonard 
Rush,  Fdiunding  Principal,  October  1, 
1966.   Transcribed  from  the  speaker's 
typescript) 
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Dedication  of  Hiigh  Haffey  Hall,  St, 
John  i'isher  College ,  by  Most  Reverend 
James  E.  Kearney,  Bisiiop  of  iiochester, 
New  York,  Doc ember  11,  1966. 

Follov/ing  the  introduction  of  Father 
Haffey  by  I-ir.  liobert  i-egraan,  Chaii^raan 
of  the  Board  of  Regents  —  Father 
Haffey 'c  remarks  follow. 


Seventeen  years  ago  on  this  stie.  Bishop 
Kearney  turned  the  first  sod.   I  con- 
structed a  cererrionial  for  the  occasion. 
The  nev;  liturgy  had  not  a  rrived.  The 
old  one  had  no  ritual  for  turning  first 
sods  of  colleges  on  hill- tops. 

V/e  threw  together  some  planks  for  a 
platform,  had  a  few  speeches  —  stepped 
down  to  do  a  bit  of  digging.  But 
where?  We  had  70  acres  of  wasteland, 
of  trees  and  weeds  to  choose  from.  There 
must  have  been  a  land  mine  detector  in 
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the  bishop's  shovel.  He  dug  on  the 
very  spot  v/here  novf  rises  your  beauti- 
ful tov/er  on  Kearney  hall. 

This  was  in  the  beginning.  Many  times 
the  bidi  op  has  assisted  at  other  cerem- 
onies here.   But  for  Bishop  Kearney, 
ceremonial  was  never  inept,  an  idle 
thin^.   It  was  never  a  meaningless 
ritual  to  finish  in  a  hurry.   It  was  an 
opportunity  to  draw  close  to  the  people 
he  loved  —  all  the  people  of  every 
Faith  —  to  his  people  —  the  people  he 
has  served  so  well.   It  was  so  at  St. 
John  Fisher  —  in  the  beginning.   It  is 
so  at  St.  John  Fisher  today.  How  thrilled 
I  am  to  be  v;ith  him  at  this  ceremony 
just  as  I  was  thrilled  to  be  with  him, 
on  the  hill  yonder  -•—  in  the  beginning. 
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I  rummaged  through  a  few  files  that  I 
had  brought  bouth  with  me.     I  found 
there  a  fevj  personal  letters  from  Bishop 
Kearney  to  me  in  that  beautiful  hand 
written  style  of  his  —  not  pounded  out 
on  a  typevfriter.   I  now  cite  some  ex- 
cerpts from  one  of  those: 

Dear  Hugh, 

^'his  is  just  an  idea.   It 
doesn't  require  any  special  consideration 
because  it  coraes  '^ex  cathedra".  (Now  I 
must  pause  and  explain  that;  because 
this  is  a  I.atin  expression  and  today 
with  Vatican  II  and  the  vernacular  that 
would  read  — -  it  doesn't  require  any 
special  consideration  because  it  com«s 
from  the  head  office.)   He  continues, 
"I  still  feel  tiiat  somethdng  original 
would  go  over.  Mow  that's  just  an   idea 
and  you  can  feel  free  to  take  it  for 
what  it's  worth  —  just  an  idea." 

Fraternally  in  Christ 

♦  James  Li.  Kearney 

In  the  beginning:  of  u>t.  John  Fisher  Col- 
lege, there  was  an  idea.   It  was  Bishop 


Haffey  —  ST.  JOHN  FISHER  COLLEGE   ao 

Kearney* s  idea.  His  ideas  have  a  very 
specisil  flavor  and  quality  about  them. 
^hey  soon  become  v/rapped  vd.th  reality, 
■''hat  is  what  has  happened  here.  Today 
that  idea  crowns  this. hilltop.  We  may 
well  describe  it  in  uhe  w^ordc  of  3t« 
Matthew:  ^♦A  city  built  upon  a  hill  can- 
not be  hid." 

We  share  the  great »  profound  appreci- 
ation that  everyone  in  I%ochester  must 
have  for  what  Bishop  Kearney  has  done. 
How  thrilled  we  are  here  today  to  be 
with  hiiTi  at  this  last  public  ceremonial 

At  this  point  I  would  like  to  mention 
one  person,  Father  McGorkeil,  who  is 
with  us  today.  He  is  the  former  cjuper- 
ior  General  of  the  Basilian  Fathers  and 


Haffey  —  ST.  JOHN  FISHER  COLLEGE   $1 

the  General  imder  whom  I  worked  while 
planning  St.  John  Fiw«?her  College. 

H«  was  the  greatest  builder  the  Con- 
gregation has  ever  produced.   Some 
#30,000,000  in  buildings  in  the  United 
States,  Canada,  France,  and  Mexico 
exist  today  because  of  his  foresight, 
planning  and  interest.  For  twelve 
years  he  guided  the  Basilian  Fathers, 
including  those  formative  years  of  St. 
John  Fisher  College. 

I  have  never  been  a  Superior  General, 
never  will  be.   I  surmise  that  Superior 
Generals  can  choose  their  place  of  re- 
tirement.  He  chose  St.  Jolm  Fisher. 
From  what  hotter  place  could  he  view 
his  long  apostolate  —  in  full,  vigor- 
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ous,  meaningful  retrospection  —  than 
from  this  city  built  upon  a  hill  — 
this  college,  v/here  in  the  beginning, 
his  vision,  dynanism,  hiwS  efficient 
causality  has  changed  acaderaic  potential 
into  throbbing,  vital  collegiate  act. 

Lastly,  I  first  came  to  Rochester  as  a 
teacher.  I  am   still  a  teacher.  A 
teacher  is  a  person.  In  a  sense  all 
those  in  a  community  who  feel  the  effect 
-—  direct  and  indirect  ~  of  that 
teacher's  preisence  constitute  a  person 
alo.  So  it  is  th^it  a  bond  can  grow,  can 
be  forged  betv/een  a  person  who  is  a 
teacher  and  a  comiaunity  that  is  like- 
vfise  a  person.  Vhis  particular  teacher- 
commijuiity  bond,  we  could  call  for  want 
of  a  better  name,  the  Haffey-Rochester 
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bond»  For  the  sake  of  brevity  and  in 
accord  v^ith  modorn  i)eycholo;^y,  ;V8  aay 
hereaft&r  regard  it  as  tha  li— R  bona. 

Some  bonds,  iike  modern  aiarriagc  bonds 
readily  dissolve.   The  Il-E  bond  never 
has.   It  i/as  evidently  hammered  out  on 
another  kind  of  anvil.   It  had  a  per«- 
aneuce  sealed  into  it  -—  from  the 
beginning. 

Now  —  a  new  expression  of  that  periaan- 
ence  is  structured  in  brick  anvi  stone 
and  steel.   i3ut  it  has  reversed  our 
roles  —  thin  great  Rochester  commiinity 
has  become  the  tec^cher.   I  =?m  ths  pupil. 
You  have  taught  me  the  unliTiiUud  oxtent 
of  aporeciation,  kindness,  gen-sror.ity 
that  dwells  in  the  human  heart.   I  can 
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only  respond  by  saying,  it  is  a  dleight- 
ful  lesson  you  have  taught  me. 

How  can  I  repay  you?   In  the  war  on 
poverty  there  is  no  more  hectic  battle- 
ground than  our  own  campus  in  Houjiton, 
Texas.   Therofore,  payment,  in  the  sa^ae 
coin  is  impossible.   Bishop  Kearney,  Mr. 
Wegman,  Board  of  Hegents,  Father  Lavery, 
faculty,  students,  the  Basilian  f-.mily, 
friends  —  all  you  wonderful  people  of 
Rochester  —  vrilll  have  to  settle  for 
my  humble  prayers.  I  assure  you: 

They  will  be  frequent. 
They  will  be  ardent. 
.  They  will  be  total. 

(Transcribed  from  the  dittoed  copy  of 
his  talk,  in  the  general  archives  of 
the  Basilian  Fathers) 
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May  it  please  Your  Excellencies,  Right 
Reverend  Monsignori,  Reverend  Fathers, 
Sisters  and  Friends: 


Strange  are  the  ways  of  God,  Father 
Sheehy  had  a  year  to  prepare  for  death. 
Moment vS  ago,  three  of  our  astronauts 
in  a  searing  flash  of  fire  were  killed 
instantly  on  the  launching  pad  at  Gape 
Kennedy.   God  have  mercy  on  their  souls. 

We  have  assembled  tonight  to  offer  this 
last  Mass  of  itequiem  over  the  earthly 
remains  of  one  we  have  known  and  loved. 

This  is  a  sombre  hour  for  all  of  us. 
In  a  special  way,  we  Basilians  are 
saddened  —  for  this  is  the  first  Basil- 
Ian  funeral  from  the  University  of  St. 
Thomas.   In  fact,  this  is  the  first  Bas- 
llian  ever  stationed  at  the  University 
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to  die  —  rather  remarkable  in  a  span 
of  twenty  years.  He  knew  he  was  going 
to  die  —  I  told  him  several  months 
ago  —  for  we  had  cin  agreement  to  tell 
each  other. 

Ifith  deep  and  prayerful  sympathy,  we 
share  this  hour  of  sorrow  with  his 
sister,  Peggy,  and  his  brother,  Tom. 
During,;  the  sumiaer  and  fall,  their  extra- 
ordinary devotion  and  loving:  care  gave 
him  strength  and  comfort  in  his  long 
Gethsemane  of  sacrifice.   It  was  not  a 
matter  of  nursing  one  back  to  vigorous 
health,  but  the  slov/  purgatory  of  help- 
ing and  watching  a  beloved  brother  die. 

It  was  said  of  our  Patron,  St.  Basil, 
that  he  knev;  but  tv/o  routes  —  to  the 
chapel  and  the  classroom. 
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Few  people  knew  that  Father  Sheehy  had 
an  outstanding  career  as  an  adminis- 
trator and  builder  before  he  came  to 
Texas •  He  was  an  exceptionally  under- 
standing i^uperior,  and  the  present 
great  Oatholic  Central  High  School 
complex  in  Detroit  grew  from  his  plans 
and  vision  i^hile  he  was  Principal  there. 
So  few  realized  his  background  because 
he  never  mentioned  it.  He  always  regarded 
his  adrainistrative  years  as  a  trial  and 
scourge  that  took  him  from  the  light  of 
his  life  -—  the  centre  of  his  universe 
—  from  the  world  he  loved  —  the  class- 
room.  He  had  become  a  Basilian  to  teach. 
He  that  shall  do  and  teach  shall  be 
great  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

For  him  each  lecture  was  a  masterpiece  — 
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a  thing  complete  in  itself.   Better 
teaching  was  his  constant  concern.   In 
the  days  when  'audio-visual*  teachers 
were  beginning  to  set  a  new  style  in 
Pedagogy  —  Father  Sheehy  was  an  old 
veteran  with  these  media.  Students 
enjoyed  his  classes  because  they  knew 
he  enjoyed  them  even  more. 

In  an  age  of  renewal ^  he  remained  cala, 
alert  and  progressive.  He  had  no  love- 
hate  neurosis  to  work  off.  «Vith  benign 
patience  he  realized  that  we  now  have 
theological  experts  among  cab-drivers, 
beauticians,  boxers  and  cowboys.  To 
update  —  yes  —  but  he  never  lost  the 
glorious  vision  of  the  Church  —  the 
people  of  God.  Any  doubts  were  dissipated 
by  his  daily  visits  to  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
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mcnt»  These  he  made  with  unfailing 
regularity.  From  his  Mass  and  this 
font  he  drew  his  strength* 

He  was  convinced  that  Thinking  was  rare. 
That  is  one  reason  it  is  so  precious. 
His  was  the  quiet  approach  —  not  the 
flamboyant.  Truth  was  presented  —  'a 
many  splendored  vision',  but  no  simple 
solutions  were  meted  out.   His  classes 
v/ere  not  a  journey  through  the  Great 
Sahara  of  a  mental  desert  —  but  alive, 
stimulating  and  lucid.  Just  three  years 
ago,  the  Minnie  Stevens  Piper  Foundation 
selected  him  as  one  of  the  ten  outstand- 
ing professors  in  the  State  of  Texas. 
It  did  not  spoil  him.  The  citation  was 
framed  and  hung  in  his  office  next  to  a 
Permit  to  Hunt  Dinosaurs  in  the  Grand 
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Canyon*  The  light  touch  —  Alas  I  So  few 
have  it  • • •  in  an  era  of  gloomy  and 
desolate  protest.  It  made  him  approach- 
able. Like  the  small  cartoon  on  his 
office  door  with  the  admonition  to  "Gome 
in,  iiili,  what's  on  your  cotton-picking 
mind?" 

He  had  a  range  of  hobbies  —  tropical 
fish  {this  one  lasted  thirty  years)  — 
photography,  especially  sculpture  stills 
and  his  collection  covered  the  sculpture 
in  most  major  museums  in  the  coimtry  — 
slides,  model  trains,  boats.  There  was 
a  special  quality  about  his  hobbies  — 
they  kept  him  at  home.   They  could  be 
relished  in  private  or  shared  —  they 
enriched  his  classes  —  they  kept  him 
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busy.  They  served  as  a  conversation 
piece  to  make  it  easy  for  people  to 
approach  hira.  basically,  his  hobby  was 
teaching  and  preaching.  He  did  not 
distinguish  the  two  —  for  to  him  a 
sermon  was  just  another  chance  to  in- 
struct, to  inspire  and  to  enrich  human 
lives.  Even  a  ferverino  after  confession 
was  an  occasion  to  teach  some  vivid  truth, 

Finally,  two  threads  run  though  the 
sacred  liturgy  in  tonight's  Requiem  — 
the  thera  of  hope  and  the  theme  of  peace. 
In  the  Gospel  just  read,  we  note:  "Those 
whose  deeds  have  been  good  will  rise 
again  to  life."  We  hope  then,  relying 
on  Jesus  Christ  Our  Saviour. 

And  way  there  be  for  him  and  for  all  of 

us  PEACE  at  the  LAST.   Just  as  Christ's 
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ordinary  salutation  was  Peace  be  to  you 
—  so,  too,  was  Father  Sheehy's  farail- 
iarsalute  and  invocation  —  Peace  —  Pax. 
May  it  re-echo  across  the  chasm  of 
eternity  —  reverberate  through  the 
corridors  ot  time,  and  settle  on  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  frightened,  selfish, 
little  people,  and  give  us  all  courage • 
May  the  angels  lead  him  into  paradise; 
may  the  martyrs  receive  him  at  his  com- 
in^^,  and  lead  him  into  the  holy  city, 
Jerusalem.  May  the  choir  of  angels  re- 
ceive him,  and  • • •  may  he  have  everlast- 
ing rest.  May  his  great  soul  rest  in 
Peace. 

(Sermon  preached  by  Father  John  F.  Murphy 
at  the  funeral  of  Father  John  Dennis 
Sheehy  in  St.  Anne^s  Church,  Houston, 
Friday,  January  27,  1967*   transcribed 
from  ac  opy  of  the  preacher's  manuscript 
in  the  General  Archives  of  the  Basilian 
Fathers) 
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**To  you  we  owe,  0  God,  a  hymn  of  praise 
in  Sion  •••  you  have  crowned  the  year 
with  your  bounty,  and  your  paths  over- 
flow with  a  rich  liairvest."  Psalm  64 

The  words  of  my  text  are  from  the  In- 
troit  of  the  Mass  of  requiem,  and  are 
to  be  found  in  Psalm  64.  This  is  not 
a  psalm  of  mourning,  but  rather  a  psalm 
of  thanksgiving  for  a  bountiful  hairvest. 
We  do  indeed  regret  the  death  of  a 
priest  and  confrere,  Father  Joseph 
Muckle,  and  we  join  with  his  only  sur- 
viving brother  and  other  relatives  here 
present  in  sentiments  of  grief •  But 
our  sorrow  is  muted  by  joy  in  his  spir- 
itual harvest  of  prayer  and  good  works • 
During  a  long  life  he  went  forth 
scattering  the  seed  of  the  v^ord  in 
varied  fields.  He  now  returns  to  the 
Lord  of  the  harbest  carrying  his  sheaves* 
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It  is  the  fashion  today,  and  a  laudable 
one  it  is,  to  speak  of  the  duty  of  a 
Christian  to  bear  witness  to  Christ. 
He  can  do  this  by  preaching  Christ  and 
Hira  crucified,  as  St.  Paul  described 
his  own  vocation.  He  can  be  the  good 
odor  of  Christ,  to  be  redolent  of  Christ 
by  word  and  example  as  St.  Paul  urged 
his  converts  to  be.  Now  it  is  no  news 
to  you  that  Father  Muckle  belonged  to 
a  family  which  bore  witness  to  Christ 
to  a  reioarkable  degree.  The  Muckle 
family  gave  a  daughter  to  the  Sisters 
of  Mercy,  and  four  sons  to  the  priest- 
hodd;  indeed  there  would  have  been  a 
fifth  priest,  if  ill  health  had  not 
coapdied  him  to  give  up  his  studies. 
To  the  diocese  of  iioch ester  the  family 
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gave  John  and  Charles,  to  this  arch- 
diocese .Villiam,  who  was  once  rector  of 
the  Cathedral,  and  later  pastor  of 
Lourdes  parish.  All  three  have  been 
called  to  God.  To  the  Basilian  Fathers 
the  family  gave  Joseph,  for  whom  we  are 
now  offering  this  i^ass  of  recuiem.  This 
is  the  great  fact  of  the  life  history 
of  Joseph  Muckle;  he  was  one  of  four 
priests  which  his  family  gave  to  the 
^hurch.  It  is  a  witness  to  a  reverence 
for  the  priesthood  from  which  we  can 
learn  a  much"- needed  lesson  today* 

The  ^!uckle  family  grew  up  on  a  farm 
south  of  Rochester,  Nev/  York.  They 
were  far  from  wealthy,  but  they  helped 
one  another,  and  came  one  after  the 
other  to  St.  Michael's  College  in  the 
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first  decade  of  this  century.   It  is 
from  Christian  families  of  this  kind 
that  the  Church  has  foxmd  her  vocations 
in  the  past*  It  will  be  that  way  in 
the  future.  Vocations  are  the  fruit 
of  a  reverence  for  the  priesthood  which 
begins  in  the  home  and  prompts  both 
parents  and  children  to  make  sacrifices 
for  God's  Church,  the  institutional 
Church  wiTiich  Christ  our  Lord  set  up 
with  Peter  at  its  head,  and  which  has 
continued  under  Peter's  successors  till 
the  present  day. 

Father  Muckle  was  blessed  by  God  with  a 
fruitful  apostolate.  It  was  his  lot  to 
join  the  Basilians  when  the  Community 
was  still  very  small,  but  on  the  verge 
of  rapid  gro^vth.  There  was  a  future  to 
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get  ready  for,  and  in  some  sense  to 
create,  and  he  put  his  shoulder  to  the 
wheel.  He  tau£,ht  Latin  for  nearly 
fifteen  years  at  Toronto,  Windsor  and 
Houston,  mostly  to  high  school  classes. 
It  was  one  of  our  early  discoveries 
that  we  had  to  have  a  good  high  school 
before  we  could  Jiope  to  have  a  good 
college.  He  was  well  equipped.  An 
honors  course  at  the  University  of 
Toronto,  and  a  graduate  course  at  Cath- 
olic University;  these  fell  to  his  lot 
as  the  fruit  of  a  new  spirit  stirring 
within  the  Basiiians  in  that  particular 
period  of  change. 

I  need  not  say  that  he  was  a  gifted 
Latin  teacher.  Those  who  took  his 
classes  will  agree  that  there  never  was 
a  dull  moment. 
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He  even  took  his  turn  at  administration 
—  that  cross  which  every  college  man 
would  love  to  dodge,  especially  today. 
He  was  superior  and  president  of  Assump*^ 
tion  when  he  was  but  four  years  in  the 
priesthood.  It  was  a  critical  time 
for  Assumption.  The  College  v/as  about 
to  move  into  the  wider  academic  v/orld 
by  linking  itself  with  the  University 
of  Western  Ontario  at  London.  Articles 
of  agreement  had  to  be  drawn  up,  and 
despite  his  youth,  Muckle  was  a  good 
n«gogiator.  He  had  been  trained  by 
university  men  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  and  subsequently  joined  them  as 
a  junior  colleague.  He  could,  therefore, 
talk  their  language.  Years  later,  Dr. 
Fox,  president  of  Western,  remembered 
with  what  tension  the  negogiating 
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committe  first  met»   It  was  a  new  ex- 
perience for  him  to  drive  a  bargain 
with  a  priest.  An  easy  matter  it  v/as 
to  agree  that  Assumption  would  begin 
only  with  courses  that  it  could  handle 
—  more  later.  But  which  courses? 
Father  ^^ckle  began  by  naming  Greek  as 
one  of  them,  and  went  on  to  say  that 
he  knew  Greek  would  be  well  taught 
because  he  would  teach  it  himself.  This 
witticism  broke  the  ice  completely,  and 
all  tension  vanished.  Western  came  to 
appreciate  the  youthful  president  of 
Assumption  more  and  more,  and  some  years 
later,  after  he  aoved  on  to  his  appoint- 
ment in  i'oronto,  awarded  him  an  honorary 
doctorate  of  letters  (Litt.D.).  When 
it  got  its  ovm  charter  tlftty   years  later 
Assumption  also  awarded  him  a  doctorate. 
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There  is  an  old  adage  chat  life  begins 
at  forty.  Certainly  it  was  at  this  age 
that  the  academic  life  of  Father  Muckle 
really  began.  Taking  graduate  studies 
at  Harvard  University,  he  prepared  him- 
self to  become  one  of  the  original 
staff  of  the  Institute  of  Mediaeval 
Studies,  which  opened  its  doors  to 
students  in  1929 •  It  is  no  vain  boast 
to  say  that  ten  years  later  at  the 
height  of  his  power  he  was  perhaps  the 
leading  authority  in  Latin  paleography 
In  America.  He  published  several  volumes 
in  this  specialized  field  and  many 
articles  in  learned  journals.  Eventually 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Canada,  with  his  scholarship 
widley  recognized. 
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In  the  meantime  the  University  of  Tor- 
onto did  not  overlook  his  presence  on 
the  campus*  When  the  project  of  revis- 
ing the  courses  of  study  in  the  Faculty 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  was  undertaken  dur- 
ing these  years,  President  Sidney  Smith 
named  Father  I4uckle  as  a  member  of  a 
»aall  committee  to  undertake  it*  He 
was  not  one  to  remain  a  silent  m&aber* 

Despite  all  this  public  recognition  as 
a  teacher  and  a  scholar,  it  was  his 
priesthood  that  he  prized  above  all. 
He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  pastoral 
care  of  students*  He  loved  to  preach 
the  word  of  God,  and  did  so  with  effect 
in  this  Church  and  elsewhere*  ^e  was 
devoted  to  the  Divine  Office  and  the 
Mass,  as  becomes  a  priest*  ^  was  indeed 
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edifying  to  see  how,  when  he  could  no 
longer  stand  at  the  altar,  he  availed 
himself  of  the  privilege  of  saying 
Mass  seated  in  a  chair «  This  he  con- 
tinued to  do  till  v/ithin  a  few  days 
of  the  end. 

He  was  a  restless,  driving  spirit,  never 
easy  on  himself,  till  at  three  score  and 
ten  ill-health  made  him  no  longer  cap- 
able of  continuing  work  or  enjoying 
leisure.  May  the  rest  that  eluded  hia 
so  much  in  iifo  be  his  now  in  eternal 
life  with  God;  ••ho  crowned  hi.T  life 
with  a  divine  bounty,  triad   made  his  path3 
overflow  with  a  rich  spiritual  harvest. 


rSeroon  preached  in  St.  Basil's  Church, 
Toronto,  Saturday  May  13,  196?,  at  the 
funeral  of  Father  Joseph  Muckle.  Trans- 
cribed from  the  preacher's  manuiJcript) 
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Most  Reverend  Bishop  Nelligan,  Reverend 
Monsignori,  Reverend  Fathers,  Sisters, 
Students  of  Assumption  High  School,  the 
Fullerton  Family,  and  Friends,  the 
occasion  wlriich  brings  us  together  this 
jK>ming  is  indeed  a  sad  one.  The  Fuller - 
ton  Family  has  lost  a  beloved  brother, 
the  Basilians  have  lost  a  wonderful 
priest,  and  the  Church  Militant  has  lost 
a  aealous  Catholic  priest.  It  is  only 
right  that  we  should  be  sad,  but  this 
sadness  is  for  ourselves  because  we  are 
the  ones  v/ho  have  lost  a  friend.  Christ, 
Hi^.  elf,  wept  at  the  grave  of  Lazarus 
and  so  it  is  quite  natural  that  we  are 
filled  with  tears  and  sadness  this 
■orning • 

It  v/as  jusy  forty  years  ago  th  at  Father 
Fullerton  made  his  coamitnent  to  Christ 
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when  he  entered  the  Basllian  Fathers* 
Novitiate,  a  co«miti!ient  v^ich  he  kept 
until  God  called  hia  to  his  reward • 

Love  was  a  characteristic  of  Father 
Fullerton's  life.  He  loved  God  very 
such  which  was  evidenced  by  the  zealous 
life  he  led.   i%  loved  his  confreres  as 
was  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  wanted  al- 
ways to  be  v/ith  them  whether  they  v/ere 
young  or  old.  He  enjoyed  a  wonderful 
sense  of  humor  at  all  times.   He  loved 
his  Comraunity  which  was  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  always  interested 
in  whatever  was  going  on  in  any  phase 
of  Bad.lian  activity.   He  loved  his 
family  —  he  was  in  constant  touch  with 
them  — -  he  was  happy  when  they  were 
l^PPYf  arid  sad  v/hen  they  were  sad.  He 
knew  everyone's  birthday  —  even  to  the 
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youngest  nieces  and  nephews.   He  loved 
the  poor  and  the  underprivileged  and  it 
was  for  this  reason  that  he  volunt erred 
to  work  on  the  ?4issions  where  he  knew 
he  would  not  have  the  companionship  of 
his  confreres.   He  remained  on  the 
Missions  as  long  as  his  health  permitted 
and  continued  to  v/ork  for  the  Missions 
even  until  his  dying  day.   It  v/as  on 
the  Missions  that  he  contracted  bron- 
chial trouble  which  bothered  him  all 
the  rest  of  his  life. 

It  is  diffult  for  us  to  understami  death. 
It  is  only  through  the  mystery  of  the 
Cross  that  it  has  meaning.  The  world 
is  full  of  mysteries,  the  r>oul  is  a  mys- 
tery, and  heaven  is  a  mystery  to  us 
earthly  creatures.   But,  however,  who 
•mbraces  the  Cross  with  an  open  heart 


Collins  —  FATHER  VINCENT  FULLERTON  106 

finds  the  explanation  of  many  mysteries. 
Father  Fullerton  carried  a  heavy  cross 
all  of  his  life.  He  suffered  a  great 
deal,  physically.  God  chose  to  put  him 
thjrough  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  when 
for  a  time  God  took  av;ay  from  hia  all 
hope  and  consolation  —  there  was  noth- 
ing left  but  hopelessness  and  despair. 
It  is  only  because  of  the  suffering  of 
the  cross  that  there  is  an  Easter  Sun- 
day. This  is  Father  ^ullerton's  »«Easter" 

Father  Fullerton  and  I  were  classBiates. 
W«  were  in  the  Seminary  together.   He 
loved  sports  and  there  was  one  occasion 
that  he  used  which  doainated  and  ex- 
plained his  life.   He  used  to  say  "The 
old  ginniger**  v/hen  he  was  trying  to  keep 
everyone  pepped  up  so  they  would  give 


i 
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their  best.   He  exhibited  this  spirit 
vfith  everyone  who  came  to  him  for  help 
with  their  problems  or  consolation  in 
the  time  of  sorrov^. 

Father  Fullerton  was  a  human  being  and 
as  a  human  he  had  his  faults.  God  is 
loving  and  merciful  but  He  is  also  just, 
and  I  am  sure  that  if  I  could  ask  Father 
Fullerton  now:  "What  can  I  do  to  help 
you  most?",  he  v/ould  say,  ^'Ask  them  to 
pray  for  me  today,  tomorrow  and  always." 
I  feel  in  a  very  special  way  that  the 
soul  of  Father  Fullerton  is  present  here 
this  morning  in  a  different  reality  and 
as  a  part  of  the  %stical  Body  of  Orhist, 
and  that  he  is  very  much  with  us  as  we 
all  offer  this  Mass  for  his  soul. 

It  is  difficult  in  this  day  and  age. 
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with  everything  changing  so  much,  to 
find  phrases  to  explain  one's  feelings 
but  I  will  explain  in  this  way:  I  feel 
that  the  soulf  of  Father  Fullerton  is 
now  enjoying  the  Beatific  Vision,  that 
he  is  with  Christ,  with  the  four  and 
twenty  Ancients,  the  Seraphim  and  Cher- 
ubim, the  Angels  and  Archangels,  the 
Apostles,  the  Confessors,  the  Virgins, 
th«  Martyrs,  the  Doctors  and  all  the 
saints  of  heaven  —  v/ith  the  angels 
wondering  how  he  could  have  done  so  much 
—  the  Mother  of  God  will  explain  that 
•—  '♦He  who  is  Mighty  has  done  great 
things"  —  as  a  priestly  man  and  a  «anly 
priest  sings,  "Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  of 
Hosts • " 

(Serpion  preached  by  Father  John  F.  Collins 
at  the  funeral  of  Fatiier  Vincent  ^"uller- 
ton  in  Assumption  Chiirch,  v/indsor,  V/ed- 
nesday,  September  6,  196? •   Transcribed 
froM  the  preacher's  typescript.) 
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A  little  later  this  Morning,  I  shall 
attend  in  St.  Basil's  Church  the  funeral 
of  Father  Vincent  Fullerton,  aaong  whose 
relatives  are  soae  members  of  your  Com- 
munity. Elsev/here  in  the  City  of  Tor- 
onto sorrowing  friends  and  relatives 
will  gather  to  bied  farewell  to  a  loved 
one,  to  look  for  the  last  tirae  upon  a 
familiar  face.  For  many  of  them  this 
will  be  the  end.   The  deceased  has  en- 
tered into  rest  and  all  is  finished. 
Soon  the  body  will  crumple  into  dust 
and  even  the  memory  of  the  departed  will 
be  lost  in  oblivion. 

But,  for  those  attending  a  Catholic 
funeral  the  outlook  is  different.   The 
preface  of  the  Funers^  Mass  will  remind 
thtta  that  at  death,  life  is  not  taken 
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away  but  is  changed.  They  will  recall 
the  teaching  of  their  catechism  that  when 
the  natural  life  of  the  body  comes  to  a 
close,  the  supernatural  life  of  the  soul 
continues  on.  For  this  reason  over 
Catholic  buildings,  especially  churches, 
a  cross  is  placed,  at  once  the  sign  of 
death  and  of  life.   At  Mass  the  priest 
has  in  front  of  hiM  an  iaage  of  the  dying 
Christ  to  speak  to  him  of  victory  over 
death.   In  the  course  of  the  church  year, 
the  calendar  of  saints  observes  not  the 
day  of  birth  into  this  world,  but  the 
date  of  death  and  entry  into  new  life, 
ikttibers  of  a  religious  community,  during 
their  lifetime,  are  ranked  by  date  of 
entry  into  their  religious  family.   After 
death  their  rank  comes  from  the  date  of 
their  entry  into  the  life  to  come. 
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Forty-one  years  ago  Father  Fullerton  heard 
the  call  of  Christ  and  began  to  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  the  words,  "\\nioso- 
ever  will  save  his  life,  shall  lose  it". 
(Mark  ^,35)   As  a  high  school  graduate 
he  put  aside  the  opi^ortunity  to  make  his 
Mark  in  the  world,  lost  his  life  that 
he  might  save  it*  \ie   had  grovm  up  to- 
gether in  St.  Joseph's  Parish  and  I  went 
with  hia  v^hen  he  v/ent  to  put  in  his  ap- 
plication to  enter  our  Novitiate.  3o«e 
years  later,  once  a^re  reunited  with 
hi«,  I  was  with  hi«  again  v/hen  after  an 
absence  froai  the  altar  of  soae  months 
due  to  a  nervous  breakdown,  he  was  able 
to  resume  saying  I4ass.  During  the 
course  of  his  priestly  life  he  enjoyed 
a  number*  of  little  successes,  suffered 
a  few  reverses,  particularly  in  the  Matter 
of  health.  His  whole  life  can  be  suiaaed 
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up  in  v/ords  I  once  heard  applied  to  St. 
Joseph:  "He  said  his  prayers  and  he  did 
his  work."  Like  St.  Joseph  he  was  a  good 
faraily  man,  a  real  asset  in  the  local 
comriunities  of  his  religious  family. 

Let  us,  as  our  Mass  continues,  pray  that 
like  3t.  Joseph  we,  too,  may  be  good 
family  men,  that  we  «ay  do  our  vvork  and 
say  our  prayers.  Nov/  let  us  say  to- 
gether the  offertory  prayer  which  speaks 
of  St.  Michael,  the  patron  of  our  Arch- 
diocese, leading  the  sould  which  has 
left  the  body  into  light. 


(Homily  given  to  the  Christian  Brothers 
at  De  la  Salle,  Oaklands,  September  7, 
1967 •  Transcribed  froa  the  preacher's 
manuscript) 
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We  are  gathered  here  this  evening  to  pay 
our  last  respects  to  a  man  .^ho  was  at 
one  and  the  same  time  both  priest  and 
scientist,   vvhile  we  deeply  mourn  his 
loss,  yet  do  v/e  rejoice  in  the  comfort 
and  instruction  which  his  brief  but 
fruitful  life  lias  furnished  us. 

Uniting  in  himself  the  dual  roles  of 
priest  and  physicist,  he  exemplified 
in  his  life  and  teaching  the  concord, 
the  harmony,  the  synthesis  that  can  and 
must  exist  between  true  science  and 
true  faith. 

For  Father  Vasek,  for  Doctor  Vasek,  — 
he  was  the  recipient  of  the  highest 
degree  in  Physics  that  any  University 
can  offer  —  for  him,  I  say,  the  priestly 
and  the  scientific  were  as  one. 
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His  world  of  Physics  was  not  one  of  blind, 
causeless  and  aimless  forces;  for  his 
Physics  harmonized  with  his  ^heology  and 
his  ^heology  harmonized  v/ith  his  Physics. 

So  close  and  beautiful  was  this  harmony 
that  for  him  and  for  his  students  this 
world  was  a  world  that  sang  of  purpose, 
a  universe  that  reverenced  an  intellig- 
ence, a  cosmos  that  glorified  a  first 
cause  and  a  final  end.  ^hrougii  him  the 
effect  praised  the  Cause,  the  creature 

blessed  its  Creator: 

Praise  ye  Him,  0  Sun  and  moon 

Praise  Him  all  ye" stars  anc  li.^'ht, 

Fire,  hail,  snow,  ice,  stormy 

winds  that  fulfil  His  word, 

^tountains  ana  all  hills. 

Fruitful  trees  and  all  cedars. 

Praise  him  all  ye  beasts  and  cattle, 

Sperents  anci  featliered  fov^l. 

Young  men  and  maidens,  let  the  old  with 

the  younger  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

For  He  comrianded  and  they  were  created. 

He  established  them  forevere  and  ever. 
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Yes,  the  spiritual  v/orld  of  Father  Vasek 
and  the  physical  v;orld  of  Doctor  Vasek 
sang  in  unison  the  glory  of  God  and  pro- 
claimed in  harmony  the  works  of  His 
hands • 

But  now  the  heart  that  sang  and  the  tongue 
that  hymned  the  glories  of  the  universe 
are  stringless  instruments.   Death,  like 
an  untimely  frost,  has  stilled  the  beat- 
ing of  that  heart  and  silenced  forever 
the  accents  of  that  tongue. 

But  we  know  that  our  Redeemer  liveth 
and  that  Father  Vasek  lives  on  as  a 
priestly  prize  of  the  redemptive  victory ^ 

His  song  of  creation  has  now  become  the 
song  of  the  Creator  and  where  once  he 
praised  the  Cause  in  the  effect,  he  will 
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now  and  forevermcre  canticle  the  effect 

in  the  very  bosom  of  the  Cause: 

Bless  the  Father  and  the  Son 
And  the  Holy  Spirit; 
Let  us  praise "and  exalt 
God  forever. 
Blessed  are  you,  0  Lord 
In  the  firmament  of  heaven 
Praiseworthy  and  glorious 
tluroughout  all  ages. 

As  we  consign  his  body  to  the  grave,  we 

recormiend  his  soul  ./ith  the  prayer  of 

Christian  faith  to  his  God  and  his 

Creator,  his  Resurrection  and  his  Life 

eternal. 

¥•  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathied  to 
Ifir.  and  iirs.  ^asek  and  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased.  We  pray  that,  while 
sorrow  has  struck  so  heavy  a  blow,  it 
will  leave  neither  vfound  of  bitterness 
nor  scar  of  complaint.  Hay  the  quiet 
resignation  of  his  final  moments  be  to 
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you  a  sotirce  of  comfort  and  strength 
in  your  deep  grief* 

i»temal  rest  grant  unto  him,  0  Lord, 
and  let  perpetual  light  shine  upon  him* 


(Sermon  preached  by  Fatl^r  James  F. 
Wilson  at  the  funercil  of  Father  Leslie 
Vasek  in  St*  Anne's  Church,  Houston, 
V/ednesday  evening,  October  It^,  1967* 
Transcribed  from  the  copy  printed  in 
The  Paper,  University  of  St.  ^'homas, 
October  26,  1967) 


Wilson  —  ifESTEHN  U.J. A.  REGION    lid 

This  historic  meeting  could,  I  feel,  be 
moralized  into  a  thousand  similies;  I 
will  limit  tayself  to  one  suggested  by 
the  tv/entieth  chapter  of  the  Book  of 
Judges  in  which  we  read:  »3o  all  the 
Israelites  came  out  as  one  man.  From 
Dan  to  Bersabee,  and  from  all  the  land 
of  Gaiaad,  the  community  v/as  gathered 
together  to  the  Lord  at  Ilaspha.* 

He,  the  members  of  the  Basilian  CoflBmin- 
ity  of  the  Western  United  States,  like 
the  Israelites  of  old,  are  gathered 
here  today  to  the  Lord;  like  them,  we 
present  ourselves  as  the  assembly  of 
the  people  of  God  that  we  may  discern 
what  is  the  good  and  acceptable  and 
perfect  will  of  our  God. 

In  this  great  age  of  renewal,  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  indeed  'moving  over  the  waters' 
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exhorting,  encouraginf,,  stimulating  all 
men  of  faith,  by  a  transformation  of 
spirit  and  a  nevmess  of  mind,  to  truly 
discern  wliat  is  this  good  anc   acceptable 
and  perfect  will  of  our  God. 

As  we  begin  these  deliberations  today, 
let  us,  then,  as  new  men  of  Dan  and 
Bersabee  and  Galaad,  invoke  the  light 
and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God; 
and  then,  liaving  placed  ourselves  in 
the  gracious  hands  of  our  Lady  of  the 
New  Covenant,  proceed  freely  and  resol- 
utely to  the  task  we  liave  set  before  us. 

We  must,  first  of  all,  cast  aside  all 
fear:  fear  that,  in  slyriving  to  do  bet- 
ter, we  may  mar  v/hat  is  good,  feaC  that, 
in  spirte  of  all  our  efforts,  we  are 
pruning  a  rotten  tree:  feat  that,  in  our 
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weak  human  endeavours  and  lack  of  re- 
sources, v/e  are  straining  hopelessly 
to  hold  up  a  falling  fabric. 

Although  we  cannot  look  into  the  seeds 
of  time  and  say  which  grain  v/ill  grow 
and  which  \d.ll  not,  yet  v/e,  as  a  commun- 
ity, v/ill  not,  for  that  reason,  L'it  track 
and  wail  our  woes  but  like  truly  v/ise 
men,  throughi  dialogue,  discussion, 
prayer  and  action  v/e  will  presently 
prevent  the  ways  to  wail* 

In  the  imple-.entation  of  renewal,  we 
must  not  fear  that  we  are  sacrificing 
cherished  ideals  and  ralues.  Rather 
must  v/e  be  convinced  that  it  is  only 
the  means  by  which  these  ideals  are 
realized,  that  will  undergo  scrutiny 
and  possible  modification. 
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There  are  values  that  must  never  disap- 
pear from  Basilian  life.   Unity  in  all 
phases  of  community  activity,  loyalty 
to  the  Holy  See  and  the  Chair  of  Peter, 
priestly  learning  and  personal  sanctif- 
ication  —  these  are  values  that  must 
never  vanish  from  Basilian  life,  for 
these  are  the  well-springs  of  our  life 
and  spirit,  these  are  the  fountains 
from  v/hence  our  current  runs,   i'hey  are 
objectives  that  must  be  re-affirmed,  they 
are  principles  that  must  be  re- emphasized, 
they  are  purposes  to  vvhich  we  must  re- 
dedicate  ourselves  if  we  are  to  remain 
in  the  church  and  in  the  ivorld  as  'the 
quick  forge  and  v/orking- house  of  God.' 

•I  have  not  come  to  destroy •,  says  Our 
Blessed  Lord,  'but  to  fulfill'.   Let  us 
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proceed,  the,  like  the  men  of  Dan  and 
Bersabee  and  Galaad,  in  his  blesced 
Spirit  and  may  v/e  more  perfectly  form 
in  us  the  mind  anc  the  heart  of  Christ. 


(Address  given  by  Father  James  vVilson, 
newly  elected  riegional  Hepresentative, 
at  the  first  meeting  of  the  western 
IJnited  States  iiegion.  University  of  St. 
^horaas,  Houston,  January  21,  1966. 
Transcribed  from  a  dittoed  copy  in  the 
archives  of  the  Basilian  Fathers) 
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NE'^  DIRiiCTIono   IIJ   TH.:  OLD  CHURCH,    read 
on  theoccasion  of  the  Bicentenary  of 
Assumption  Parish,    Jindsor,    October  22, 
1967,    by  Laurence  K.   Shook,    C.cJ.B. 


Ife*.     Chairman: 

I  am  both  honoured  and  pleased  to  be 
associated  v/ith  today's  celebrations 
marking  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  Assumption  Parish.   I  warmly 
and  affectionately  join  those  have  taken 
the  podium  before  me  in  extending  to  the 
present  pastor  and  to  all  his  parishion- 
ers the  greetings  of  my  colleagues  at 
the  Pontifical  Institute  of  Mediaeval 
Studies.  Because  the  Institute  is  so 
small  and  so  young,  I  proffer  these 
greetings  self-consciously  but  not,  I 
trust,  rashly,  because  only  last  Wed- 
nesday (October  li^)  our  little  Institute, 
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too,  celebrated  an  anniversary,  albeit 
only  its  2iith,  or  38th,  depedning  on 
how  v/e  count.   »*hat  different  worlds 
received  us  —  old  Assumption  Parish 
and  the  Pontifical  Institute  —  at  our 
not  totally  dissimilar  births.  Not 
totally  dissimilar  because  both  of  us 
were  the  idea  and  vision  of  devout, 
intelligent  far-seeing  Frenchmen  (  in 
your  case  Fathers  Arraand  de  la  Richardie 
and  Pierre  Potier,  in  our  I^tienne  Wilson); 
these  Frenchmen  decided  that  Canada  was 
the  right  place  to  fulfill  the  yearning 
of  their  exploring  spirits.   But  how 
wild,  undeveloped  and  rugged  was  the  new 
world  that  received  you  I   And  hov/  sophis- 
ticated and  lived-in  had  it  become  when 
it  received  us.   It  is  my  hope,  and  I 
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express  it  reverently,  that  when,  like 
Assuuiption  Parish,  our  Institute  reaches 
its  20Uth  birthday,  it  v/ill  have  served 
as  faithfully  and  well  the  country  in 
which  it  chose  to  be  born  as  this  grand 
old  parish  has  sei'ved  the  country  in 
which  it  not  only  chose  to  be  bom  but 
to  which  it  lias  in  no  small  measure 
given  birth* 

In  undertaking  to  speak  tonight,  I  should 
have  liked  to  be  in  a  position  to  narrate 
the  colourful  history  of  the  parish  of 
Ontario's  oldest  continual  settlement* 
That  I  am  not  actually  going  to  do  so 
is  partly  because  there  is  really  no 
time  at  this  hour  of  the  evening  for 
what,  if  it  were  done  properly,  .;ould 
be  long  in  the  telling,  but  o:  rtly  too 
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because  I  should  have  to  undertake  the 
task  in  the  presence  of  the  man  who  is 
beyond  all  doubt  the  best  informed 
authority  on  this  subject  livin,^  today 
—  I  refer,  of  course,  to  Jimest  J.  La- 
jeunesse,  the  author  of  the  booklet 
distributed  to  us  this  evening,  and 
sitting  quietly  and  comfortably  at  this 
table •   I  ara  not  going  to  take  the  time 
to  say  at  second  liand  v/hat  he  has  already 
said  so  well,  vfith  such  accuracy  of  de- 
tail, and  in  such  a  mora  fruitful  v/ay 
from  primary  docuc^nts,   /hat  I  shall 
do  is  focus  my  early  remarks  upon  cer- 
tain characteristics  of  your  long  his- 
tory, en  oecially  your  exploring  r.pirit 
and  your  Christian  Hope,  vhich  made  a 
deep  impression  on  me  when  reading  Fat he 
Lajeunesse's  writings. 
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I  should  like  to  make  two  points  about 
Father  L^unesse's  historical  work,  bas- 
ing them  not  so  much  on  this  booklet 
which  I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine, but  on  Ills   earlier  and  important 
monograph.  The  tvindsor  Border  Region, 
published  by  the  Ghamplain  Society  in 
i960,  because  in  doing  this  I  can  add 
profesiiional  and  theological  dimensions 
to  this  evening's  proceedings  v4iich 
iaif;ht  properly  come  from  me.  This  volume, 
in  spite  of  the  author's  protest  in  the 
Preface  that  he  is  ** quite  untrained  in 
historical  research',  is  one  of  the 
finest  exanples  of  contemporary  histor- 
ical methodology  produced  in  this  country. 
It  is,  as  some  of  you  knov/,  a  collection 
of  the  documents  peirtaining  to  the  ear- 
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liest  years  of  this  Sandwich  settlement, 
documents  vi*iich  survive  in  public  and 
private  libraries,  government  and  muni- 
cipal archives,  anu  the  record  books  of 
eccle^stical  chanceries  and  local  par- 
ishes. Gathering  the  data  cannot  have 
been  easy  viork*     Consider  this:  From 
1747  to  1767,  the  territory  of  Pointe 
de  Kiontreal,  (^iJandwich  if  you  prefer) 
was  a  Huron  Mission  of  the  Jesuits; 
from  1767  to  1B26  (69  years)  it  was 
established  as  a  p. rish  in  the  diocese 
of  viUebec  —  one  of  the  early  pastors, 
the  ^ulpician  Father  Hubert,  was  later 
Bishop  of  Quebec;  from  11^26   to  1^41, 
it  was  a  parish  in  the  diocese  of  Upper 
Canada  or  Kingston;  from  I84I  to  li^56, 
it  \'^s  in  the  diocese  of  Toronto;  from 
1^56  to  this  day  it  has  belonged  to  the 
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diocese  of  London,   •''his  makes  a  lot  of 
chancery  offices.   If  you  have  ever 
worked  as  an  liistorian  or  researcher  in 
chancery  officev^  you  will  knov;  the 
problem.  You  are  usually  welcome,  but 
these  offices  tend  to  be  rather  busy 
places  in  their  own  right,  and  the  in- 
truding scholar  snooping  here  and  there 
into  other  people's  business  is,  if  not 
actually  impedimenta,  at  the  very  least 
unnecessary  entourage.  Father  Lajeunese 
probably  had  his  fill  of  them.   His 
quest  for  data,  however,  only  began  with 
chancery  offices.   He  has  gone  literally 
everywhere  in  search  of  records  of  the 
lives  and  fates  of  people  v/ho  have  lived 
or  are  living  in  Canada's  sun  parlour. 
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There  was  a  time  v^hen  much  of  this  local 
research  of  the  kind  undertaken  by  Father 
Lajeunesse  was  left  to  antiquarians  and 
to  those  romantically  and  sentimentally 
attached  to  particular  districts.   His- 
torians of  the  19th  century,  and  indeed 
until  quite  recently,  were  pre-occupied 
largely  with  political,  economic  and 
constitutional  movements  and  trends. 
They  somehow  thought  that  strictly  local 
institutions  —  parishes,  estates,  vil- 
lage governments  and  so  on  —  had  little 
to  engage  the  professional* 

During  the  last  fifteen  years  tliis  has 
changed  radically.  Nov/  professional 
historians  are  deep  into  local  history. 
The  classical  example  of  this  is  the 
founding  four  years  ago  of  a  centre  for 
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the  study  of  Population  by  Peter  Laslett 
and  Anthony  vVrigley  at  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity •  The  object  of  the  Centre  is  to 
make  a  professional  study  of  the  parishes 
of  England.  This  nevf   interest  in  parish 
history  derives  from  the  importance  now 
attached  to  the  mobility  of  people. 
People  have  always  displayed  a  tendency 
to  move  about  from  place  to  place,  to 
seek  chanp;e,  but  never  before  on  the 
sacle  ex:)erienced  in  our  day.  The  new 
mobility  is  not  so  much  one  of  nations 
but  of  everybody,  it  is  a  new  phenomenon. 
Prof esfd  onal  historians  have  been  look- 
ing for  means  of  studying,  this  phenom- 
enon. They  are  especially  anxious  to 
discover  how  it  got  under  way. 

Father  Laejeunesse  has  had  his  hands 
right  on  this  point  for  about  ten  years. 
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If  you  look,  for  example,  into  his  The 
Windsor  Border  Region,  you  v/ill  find 
the  names  of  those  people  who  first  took 
up  land  at  I^  Point e  de  Montreal  (Sand- 
wich) ;  you  will  find  out  ./here  those 
people  came  from;  v/hy  they  came;  how 
much  land  they  got;  what  they  did  v/ith 
it;  whether  or  not  they  stayed.  You 
will  come  simultaneously  to  grips  with 
stability  on  the  part  of  some  people, 
mobility  on  the  part  of  others.   It  is 
not  a  question  of  which  is  better, 
stability  or  mobility,  but  of  frets. 
Father  Lajeunesse  makes  his  enquiry  only 
down  to  1800.  But  the  same  phenomenon 
has  gone  on  and  on  in  this  parish  of 
the  Assumption,  and  is  still  going  on. 
This  area  of  the  Detroit  Riirer  —  either 
side  of  it  —  especially  with  the  develop- 
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ment  of  the  automotive  inductry,  has 
been  almost  effervescent  for  three  gen- 
erations back*  The  phenomenon  of  mobil- 
ity ana  change  can  and  must  be  analyzed 
in  a  place  like  this  and  out  to  work  for 
the  betterment  of  mcinkind.  »rfhen  you  read 
Father  Lajeunesse's  history,  you  will 
find  him  furnishing  forth  the  condition 
of  human  mobility  and  change  from  the 
data  of  the  local  parish  community. 

I  don't  mean  that  only  parishes  provide 
insights  into  human  mobility.   There 
are  other  sources  for  this  insight.   I 
have  in  mind  the  family  as  a  social 
unit.  The  Vanier  Institute  is  a  further 
manifestation  of  the  professional's 
search  for  new  areas  in  which  to  make 
a  useful  study  of  chcmge  as  it  affects 
man. 
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The  second  aspect  of  Father  Lajeunesse's 
work  on  the  Windsor  area  to  which  I 
would  like  to  call  attention  is  its 
implicit  but  deep   and  convinced  accep- 
tance of  the  position  that  the  Church, 
including  the  local  Uhurch,  has  some- 
thing unique  and  important  to  contribute 
to  history,  sobk thing  not  coming  to 
liistory  from  other  sources  or  institu- 
tions,  '^his  contribution  of  the  Church 
^^  ^^^  awareness  that  God  has  touched 
and  is  touchinj:';  history.  God  has  re- 
vealed Himself  to  us  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  subsequently  in  the  Church,   -'•his 
touch  of  God,  knov/n  only  through  Christ 
and  the  Church  communicates  theological 
Hope.   The  Church  universal  and  the 
local  Church  foster  and  cultivate  the 
awareness  that  Jesus  Christ  iias  brought 
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Hope  into  history.  'i*his  Hope  has  noth- 
ing to  do  v/ith  history.   It  is  outside 
history.  History  can  sometimes  arouse 
a  sort  of  calculated  optimism,  but  it 
can  never,  without  the  intervention  of 
*^lurist  and  the  Church,  produce  that  Hope, 
that  Ciu:*istian  Hope  announced  in  pro- 
phecy and  to  be  fulfilled  apocalyptically 
outside  history.   It  is  this  Hope  that 
first  led  men  to  erect  the  original 
Huron  mission  on  this  site  and  to  wor- 
ship in  it.   It  has  kept  thera  erecting 
successive  church  buil<  ings  dov/n  to  the 
present  beautiful  structure  and  v/or- 
shippin;,  in  them.   It  is  this  Hope  that 
has  kept  the  People  of  God  in  dialogue 
with  God.  This  Hope,  transcending  his- 
tory even  explains  why  vie   holci  these  M- 

centennial  celebrations  ./ith  such  pro- 
found seriousness. 
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Now  these  two  points  which  I  have  dwelt 
upon  —  the  new  mobility  of  peoples  (or 
the  new  assent  to  change)  and  the  pre- 
sence of  a  supra-historical  apocalyptic 
Hope  in  the  People  of  God  —  are  vital 
dimensions  for  understanding  the  local 
parish  of  today  and  for  giving  some  idea 
of  the  nev/  directions  in  which  the  Old 
»^hurch  is  moving #  Here,  I  trust,  the 
announced  title  of  my  address  and  the 
remarks  I  have  been  making  effect  some 
kind  of  conjunction. 

I  should  like  now  to  turn  aside  from 
past  history  rind  make  this  bi-centenary 
an  occasion  to  point   out,  in  the  free 
and  hopeful  spirit  of  Vatic^in  II,  how 
important  it  is  for  today  and  tomorrow 
not  merely  that  local  Churches  continue 
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their  career  of  Hope  in  the  circumstance 
of  cViange,  but  that  they  become  theo- 
logically aware  both  of  the  necessity 
and  rightness  and  goodness  of  change 
within  the  context  of  fciith  and  love. 
It  seems  to  rae  that  at  this  moment  in 
the  People  of  God,  especially  in  these 
old  parishes  which  have  always  furnished 
enterprising  leadership,  should  still  be 
doing  so,  and  that  their  attitudes  should 
retain  something  of  the  courage  and  dar- 
ing of  their  earlier  years,  .jith  this 
in  raind,  I  v/ill  round  out  my  remarks  by 
putting  before  you  an  outline  of  v/hat 
the  iihristian  in  the  parish,  and  especi- 
ally in  this  parish,  v/ith  the  exploring 
spirit  ought  to  be  today  and  surely  ./ill 
have  to  be  tomorrov/.   I  will  do  this 
briefly  and pointedly  under  three  headings: 
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the  principles  dorainating  his  outlook; 
the  enduring  notions  he  must  cling  to; 
and  the  nev'f  directions  he  should  be 
consciously  cultivating. 

yith  regard  to  the  first,  that  is,  the 
principles  which  ought  to  be  foremost 
in  his  awareness,  they  are  these  tv/o: 
Change  and  Challenge* 

(1)  Re  raust  accept  the  principle  that 
change  (in  the  sense  of  reform  or  re- 
newal) is  absolutely  essential  to  rel- 
igion.  By  reform  I  don't  raean  primitiv- 
ism  (returning  to  old  forms  or  to  what 
used  to  be)  but  progressivisra  or  re- 
formation (openness  towards  the  forms 
which  are  about  to  be.  To  quote  a  now 
famous  sentence  from  Cardinal  Newman's 
Essay  on  the  Development  of  Christian 
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Doctrine;  "In  a  higher  vforld  it  is  other- 
wise, but  here  below  to  live  is  to  change, 
and  to  be  perfect  is  to  change  often." 
Chanfie  is  a  principle;  as  a  principle 
it  must  h^ive  norms  like  the  magisterium 
and  history  (God's  Providence);  but  as 
a  principle  it  cannot  be  denied* 

(2)  He  must  also,  I  said,  accept  challenge. 
Challenge  too  is  a  principle  and  a  dan- 
gerous one  in  the  child,  in  the  ignorant, 
in  the  morally  weak,  in  the  malevolent, 
but  a  principle  all  the  same  and  one 
employed  very  effectively  by  John  Milton 
when  he  wrote  in  his  areopagitica:  **I 
cannot  praise  a  fugitive  ana  cloistered 
virtue,  unexercised  and  unbreathed,  that 
never  sallies  out  and  sees  her  adversary; 
one  also  employed  by  "honest  Tom  of  Aquin** 
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when  he  opened  his  question  on  the  exis- 
tence of  Grod  v/ith  the  stateraen:  "It 
seeras  tliat  there  is  no  God^^  proceeding 
then  to  set  forth  the  arguments  for 
God's  inexistence. 

Next,  the  Christian  in  the  parish  with 
the  exploring  spirit  ought  to  be  very 
clear  in  his  own  raind  as  to  what  are 
the  enduring  notions  v/hich  must  inevit- 
ably lie  at  the  base  of  Christian  life 
and  v/orship»   These  enduring  notions  I 
list  for  you  as  three  and  warn  you  that 
although  they  are  iraftieasurably  old,  they 
are  inescapably  radical.   They  are  these: 
First,  faith  in  the  Man -God,  Redeemer; 
St.  Augustine  calls  this  notion  '*the 
proper  element  of  Ciiristianity";  it  is 
the  oldest  notion  in  the  Church  or  in 


Shook  —  AS:;UMPTIOn  PARISH,, ViNDSOR  141 
1767  -  1967 


theology,  and  it  imparts  menaing  to  the 
corallaries  that  Christ  i53  present  in 
the  Church  and  that  the  Church  is  Christ. 
Second,  the  notion  of  the  dignity  of 
man,  v/hich  is  constructed  around  the 
paradox  that  man  who  is  nothing  in  com- 
parision  v/ith  God,  is  divinely  valuable 
in  himself.  The  third  of  these  enduring 
notions  is  the  primacy  of  conscience, 
and  according  to  this,  morality  (the 
goodness  or  badness  of  actions)  attaches 
to  inwamdess  and  intention;  as  3*.  Mat- 
thev/  and  St.  i»uke  suggest,  the  moral 
conscience  is  the  inward  lamp  of  the 
whole  man.  (Mat.  6,  22;  Luke  11,  34ff) 

Finally,  the  Christian  in  the  parish 
with  the  exploring  spirit  will  necessar- 
ily give  himself  over  enthusiastically 
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to  nev/  trends.  These  nev/  trends  vary 
from  age  to  age*   In  our  age  they  seem 
to  be  cKdefly  the^se:  (1)  The  theological 
av/areness  of  the  Church  as  the  People 
of  God  as  well  as  the  body  of  Christ. 
This  swing  of  emphasis  from  "body"  to 
"people"  parallels  the  shift  from  the 
nineteenth  century  emphasis  on  biology 
and  biological  evolution  to  anthrpology 
and  sociology  in  the  twentieth.  So  do- 
day  vfe  talk  of  the  Church  as  "people" 
whose  distinguishing  marks  are  that  they 
are  messianic,  priestly,  prophetic,  and 
kingly.   (2)  The  second  new  trend  for 
our  time  is  a  new  respect  in  the  practical 
order  for  the  freedom  oi  the  human  p>ar- 
son.   The  Church  was  late  in  confirming 
tlds  perinciple  of  personal  freedom, 
possibly  because  she  was  not  sure  that 
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mean  really  possessed  the  courage  to  be 
responsible.  We  are  often  tempted  to  be 
sympathetic  towards  her  older  attitude 
when  vve  see  how  respect  for  personal 
freedom  leads  to  liavoc  and  confusion 
and  makes  life  hard  for  the  police,  for 
heads  of  seminaries,  for  adiiinistrators 
of  dioceses,  parishes,  colle^^es.  But 
the  trend  is  valid,  and  the  exploring 
spirit  \-d.il  see  \/hat  he  can  do  with  it, 
even  though,  like  all  explorerers,  he 
is  not  \uite  sure  where  it  will  lead. 
(3)  '^'he  third  trend  of  our  time  Is   the 
acceptance  of  ecumenism  as  a  biable 
principle  for  the  living  of  the  Chris- 
tian life.  (4)  -^-he  fourth  is  the  decision 
to  recognize  as  useful,  valid  and  salu- 
tary the  so-called  Jigns  of  the  Time 
(as  set  forth  by  Pope  John,  and  many 
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others,  especially  since  hira)  and  to 

admit  that  God  sometimes  speaks  to  the 

Church  through  the  v/orld.  These  trends, 

which  lend  themselves  to  such  varied 

and  lengthy  development,  I  v/ill  leave 

to  your  reflection* 

Kay  I  close  these  remarks  as  I  opened 
them  with  a  salutation  to  Assumption 
Parish,  oldest  and  dearest  of  our  local 
Qhurches.  May  Christian  Hope  and  the 
exploring  spirit  which  have  been  the 
mar^s  of  its  career  as  a  mission,  as 
a  settlers'  parish,  as  the  worshipping 
heart  of  a  developing;  centre  — -  agri- 
cultural, academic,  urban,  metropol- 
itan —  remain  v/ith  it  as  it  copes  vfith 
the  perils  of  an  as  yet  untamed,  but 

profound  and  excitin-^  a^riornamento  • 
(Transcribed  from  a  copy  of  the  speaker's 
typescript  in  the  General  Archives  of 
the  Basilian  Fatliers) 
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When  the  mortal  nctture  puts  on  immortal- 
ity, then  the  saying  of  Scripture  will 
come  true  —  "Death  is  swallov/ed  up  in 
victory.  0  Death,  where  is  your  victory? 
0  i/eath,  v/here  is  your  sting?  St.  Paul's 
first  letter  to  the  Corinthians. 

Joy  in  the  Risen  Christ  banishes  the 

gloom  of  death.  Confidence  in  the  soul*s 

iramortality  fills  us  with  hope.  That 

the  fruits  of  the  Eucharistic  sacrifice 

may  be  shared  by  our  beloved  dead  — 

gives  us  courage  to  accept  our  loss. 

Durin(^  life.  Father  Sheehan  was  a  temple 
of  God.   He  was  pledged  to  final  resur- 
rection. That  is  why  a  funeral  pro- 
cession is  really  a  Victory  March  —  a 
triumphant  thing.  Thsjt  is  v/hy  the 
liturgy  uses  incense,  joyful  pslams  and 
blessings.  Daily  he  ate  the  Bread  of 
Eternal  Life.   He  cannot  be  content  with 
crumbs.   Our  prayers  and  especially  the 
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Holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Eucharist  may  be 
needed  to  merit  the  full  purification 
which  v/ill  insure  his  resurrection  into 
the  life  of  glory  and  the  Eternal  Vision 
of  God.  ^  may  cry  as  Job  —  ''Have  pity 
on  me,  have  pity  one  rae  at  least  you  ray 
friends  for  the  hand  of  the  Lord  has 
touched  me**' 

Our  sympathy  goes  especially  to  Father 
Sheehan^s  sisters.  Their  horae  in  Cleve- 
land fostered  tv/o  vocations  to  the  Bas- 
ilians  —  Father  Con  Sheehan  who  died 
in  1939,  and  our  beloved  confrere  whose 
requiem  we  intone  tonight.  May  the  mem- 
ory of  your  parents  and  the  home  they 
created  fill  you  with  strength  and  sus- 
tain you.  God  bless  you  and  them  for 
giving  us  two  such  men* 
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My  sympathy,  too,  goes  to  Father  John 
Wick  and  the  Basiiians  at  St.  Thomas 
High  School  —  a  li^^ht  has  gone  out  of 
your  lives  and  your  home.   A  cheerful 
voice  has  been  stilled  cmd  the  staff  has 
fallen  from  the  hand  of  a  truly  person- 
able —  balanced  —  courageious  human 
being.  Nine  years  ago,  a  massive  heart 
attack  shook  but  did  not  crush  his  great 
body.   He  knew   for  the  last  tw>    years 
that  his  days  were  few  but  he  found  joy 
in  the  joy  of  others,  and  in  a  quiet 
and  serene  way  he  witnessed  to  the  things 
of  God.   His  wit  was  contagious  and 
gentle.   Few  could  slay  straw  men   and 
phony  attitudes  or  exiX)se  the  flaws  of 
hypocrisy  &o  gracefully  or  so  devastat- 
ingly  —  a  gesture  spoke  volumes.   His 
laughter  v/as  fretment  and  sympathetic. 
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There  was  something  almost  sacramental 
in  the  enthusiasm  of  his  hand sake  and 
the  warmth  of  his  \.^ords  of  welcome. 
You'll  be  hard  put  to  replace  hi,  but 
you'll  be  judrred  for  all  eternity  by 
the  v/ay  you  try* 

Years  ago,  at  Aquinas  Institute  in 
Rochester,  I  gave  a  talk  to  the  students 
on  some  occasion  or  other.  Next  day. 
Bill  asked  me  if  I  had  a  copy  of  it. 
I  told  him  I  could  get  one.   a  few  days 
later,  he  told  me  that  when  the  manu- 
script v/as  folded  —  it  was  ji^t  the 
right  thicknes.s  to  put  under  his  table 
lamp  and  keep  it  from  wobbling  —  a  few 
days  later,  I  saw  the  point.  God  give 
us  all  such  critics. 

St.  Augustine  once  wrote  —  "No  natter 
who  speaks  a  truth,  it  comes  from  the 
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Holy  Spirit."  Where  truth  is  concerned 
-—  whether  it  be  Einstein,  John  XXII, 
or  William  Sheehan,  it  rverberates  and 
resounds  across  the  chasm  of  Time  to 
the  portals  of  eternity.   A  particle  of 
truth  —  like  a  pebble  thro^vn  in  a  sea 
makes  waves  that  are  unending* 

On  these  simple  truths  rests  the  endur- 
ing v/ork  and  inspiration  of  the  teacher* 
These  are  his  daily  acts  of  faith  and 
commitment  —  as  he  r  ealizes  that  he 
launches  each  day  in  young  minds  some 
wisp  of  truth  —  some  hint  of  reality 
—  some  inspiration  that  may  carry  a 
young  man  one  day  to  the  stars  and  beyond 
the  stars  to  the  heart  of  Christ.   How 
mai'velous  it  v/ould  be  if  one  of  his  or 
our  students  was  instrumental  in  restor4ng 
to  a  fretful,  chaotic  v/orld  a  glirape  of 
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the  real  Unity  of  all  Truth.  Each  morn- 
ing. Father  Sheehan  offered  the  Eucharist 
Sacrifice  for  the  students  and  heard 
their  Confessions.  While  illnes  made  it 
impossible  for  hira  to  teach  —  he,  in 
his  wisdom,  used  the  Sacraments,  the 
divine  means  to  reach  souls. 

Despite  the  anxiety  and  self-ity  of  this 
hour  —  for  we  benK>an  our  loss  not  his 
happiness  —  there  is  a  sense  of  exhil- 
aration, of  expectancy  as  we  think  of 
Father  Bill  Sheehan.   He  manifested  so 
well  that  goodness  is  really  something 
simple  —  always  to  live  for  others  — 
never  to  seek  one's  own  advantage.   He 
never  wasted  his  energies  on  the  pursuit 
of  happiness.  He  quit  running,  and  like 
Francis  Thompson,  let  the  Hound  of  Heaven 
overtake  hira.   He  found  it  in  the  friendly 
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greeting  of  a  brother  priest  or  a  stu- 
dent or  a  friend,  "e  found  happiness 
—  yes,  he  found  God  not  in  agonized 
hours  of  grasping  for  self- fulfillment, 
but  simply  in  his  service  for  others. 
As  with  all  really  great  souls  —  the 
shadows  fell  behind  him  because  he  was 
waling  towards  the  Li^ht  •—  towards  God. 
He  knew  one  consuming  joy  — -  love  of  his 
brothers,  and  he  was  not  seduced  by 
puny  pleasures. 

I  mentioned  a  moment  ago  —  a  sense  of 
exliilaration.  This  may  be  a  most  fate- 
ful hour  for  us  Basilians  as  we  r ego up 
in  solemn  dedication  of  our  lives  and 
our  talents  to  Jesus  Christ  with  the 
realization  that  we  have  known,  have 
loved  and  have  given  up  a  truly  great 
Religious. 
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As  v/ith  most  of  us,  whatever  Bill  Shee- 
han  had  and  was  came  from  the  Basilian 
Fatliers.   ie  may  admire  the  total  dedi* 
cation  of  his  v/ork  at  Rochester  as 
Treasurer  when  we  took  over  Aquinas 
Institute  in  1937*  We  may  recall  the 
unlimited  physical  slavery  of  running 
a  complex  plant,   v/e  must  cherish  the 
memory  of  his  example,  and  we  must  real- 
ize, too,  that  the  full  flov.-ering  of 
our  priestly  vocation  today  finds  us 
facing  different  problems.  Routine  must 
give  way  to  inspiration.  The  witness 
to  truth  calls  for  more  study  and  pene- 
tration, and  yet,  the  means  are  constant 
Each  morning  —  the  Chalice  of  self  he 
filled  at  the  altar  and  the  Blood  of 
Christ  he  carried  to  those  he  served. 
And  evening  found  him  tired,  exhausted. 


Murphy  —  FATHKR  V^.A.  SHEKHAN    153 

but  at  peace •   And  he  found  solace  in 
community,  as  much  as  any  man  I've  known. 
He  created  community  by  sharing,  by 
giving,  not  by  demanding,  not  by  whim- 
pering I  He  knev/  that  love  is  a  well 
which  we  can  drink  only  as  much  as  we 
put  in,  and  that  the  stars  that  shine 
from  it  are  only  our  eyes  looking  wist- 
fully in. 

ka   Religious,  we  know  that  renewal  is 
called  for,  and  we  know  that  raere  super- 
ficial change  can  only  distort,  confuse 
and  be  an  enemy  of  true  renewal,   je  must 
have  both  memory  and  prophecy.   If  we 
see  only  what  is  around  us,  we  have  missed 
our  roots  and  our  destiny. 

Finally,  for  us  Basilians,  this  must  be 
a  thoughtful  1967  —  three  of  our  out- 


Marphy  —  FATIiER  W*A.  SHEEHAN    154 

standing  men  in  Houston  have  died*   liach 
died  in  a  different  way  —  John  oheehy 
suffered  for  ten  months  •—  Leslie  Vasek's 
death's  passion  lasted  ten  hours,  and 
William  Sheehan's  lasted  ten  seconds. 
In  each  case  a  hunan  life  reached  its 
flaming  climax  and  fluttered  out»  Our 
lesson  is  clear  —  whether  we  be  asked 
to  endure  the  desolation  of  lon^  months 
of  suffering,  or  of  hours  or  of  moments, 
v/e  must  be  ready*   Death  comes  v/ithout 
herald  on  its  last  fatal,  triumphant 
charge. 

May  the  angesl  lead  hira  into  paradise; 
«ay  the  martyrs  receive  him  at  his  com- 
ing, and  lead  him  to  the  holy  city 
Jerusalem,  llay  the  choir  of  angels 
recsive  hia  and  vfith  Lazarus  wlio  once 
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was  poor,  may  he  have  everlasting  rest. 
May   Ills  £,reat  aoul  rest  in  Peace  — 
Thanks  to  God  for  giving  him  to  us. 


(Funeral  sermon  for  Father  Williaffl  A. 
3heehan,  preached  by  F either  John  F. 
Murphy  in  St.  Anne*s  Church,  Houston, 
on   I^onuay  evening,  Noveruber  13,  196? • 
Transcribed  frora  a  dittoed  copy  in  the 
general  archives  of  the  xiasillan 
Fathers) 
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Gospel  of  the  Mass,  Matt.  25,  31-40 

In  choosin^^,  this  particular  passage  of 
SacredScripture  for  our  second  reading, 
I  had  in  mind  a  question  which  I  h^ve 
often  pondered  —  »Vhat  makes  a  G^iris- 
tian?  Baptism  —  Yes;  a  coluntary  and 
conncious  commitment  to  the  teaching 
and  example  of  the  Lord  Jesus  —  Yes. 
But  there  seems  to  be  much  more  than 
this.  Haunting  the  recesses  of  my  mind, 
I  repeatedly  hear  the  words,  "By  their 
friiits  you  shall  know  them", and,  "Does 
a  man  gather  grapes  off  thorns,  or  figs 
off  thistles  —  by  their  fruits  you 
shall  knov7  them." 

And  ray  mind  wanders  to  memories  of  pass- 
ages learned  during  my  school  days  — 
the  action  of  God's  Holy  **pirit  in  the 
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soul  produces  the  fruits  of  charity, 
joy,  peace,  patience,  long-sufferim;, 
fiiildness,  modesty,  continency,  chastity. 
And  I  say  to  myself  that  surely  when  I 
find  these  in  a  man,  I  have  found  a 
Christian.  Anci  then  I  hesitate  -•—  there 
must  be  laore,  for  the  most  fundamental 
teaching  of  the  Master,  Jesus  Christ, 
is  a  doctrine  of  love  —  that  i/e  love 
our  God  with  our  whole  heart,  and  soiil, 
andfflind,  and  strength;  and  that  we  love 
our  neighbour  as  our  .self.  And  now  I  am 
more  satisfied,  for  I  know  that  a  Chris- 
tian must  be  an  out-going  person,  express- 
ing his  interior  faith  and  the  a  ctivity 
of  the  holy  -spirit  by  the  openness  of 

his  love. 

The  Gospel  passages  describes  such  a  man: 
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♦•Wh*!!  did  I  see  you  hunr^ry  and  give  you 
food;  when  did  I  see  you  thirsty  and 
give  you  drink;  or  v/hen  were  you  naked 
and  I  clothed  you;  sick  or  imprisoned 
and  I  visited  you.  —  As  long  as  you 
did  it  to  my  least  bretliren,  you  did  it 
to  Me.»*  This  is  ray  picture  of  a  Chris- 
tian faan  or  v/oaan*  How  »uch  more  so  must 
it  be  a  picture  of  the  Christian  man  who 
is  taken  from  among  men,  to  carry  for- 
ever the  seal  and  consecration  of 
Chidst's  priesthood. 

How  many  times  in  our  lives  do  we  stop 
to  assess  ourselves^  to  evaluate  our 
progress,  to  determine  our  goals,  and 
to  re-direct  our  steps  to  achieve  these 
goals?  It  can  happen  many  times;  as  our 
judgment  changes  regarding  the  importance 
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of  certain  goals  we  have  set  for  our- 
selves. And  so  it  did  happen  in  the 
life  of  James  Murphy,  who  changed  dir- 
ection at  a  comparatively  late  age  in 
life,  and  having  aSvsessed  the  importance 
of  his  life  and  work  in  the  lif.ht  of  his 
Christian  teaching  and  up-bringing,  made 
the  decision  of  total  dedication,  total 
coamitraent,  to  a  liie  patterned  on  the 
model  of  the  Divine  Master.  In  the  year 
1936,  at  the  age  of  4^,  James  Murphy 
became  Father  James  Murphy,  the  priest, 
the  man  of  God,  the  labourer  in  the  vine- 
yard, the  fisher  of  men.  And  that  de- 
cision made  —  it  never  faltered.  Here 
w^s  a  truly  stalwart  man;  a  man  v/ith 
his  eyes  and  mind  fixed  in  heaven,  and 
his  feet  firmly  planted  on  the  earth  — 
nor  dreamer,  no  idler,  but  a  man  driven 
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by  seemingly  inexhaustible  energy  to  be 
another  Christ,  leading  the  People  of 
God  into  the  arras  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 
by  whatever  forces  nature  and  grace 
coiLLd  muster.  He  had  learned  his  lessons 
well!   Christ  was  a  gentle  man  —  Father 
Murphy  was  gentle.   Christ  could  choose 
to  be  forceful,  biting,  harsh,  when  it 
wasnecessary  to  open  the  eyes  of  those 
wJio  were  spiritually  blind  —  and  how 
many  souls  v/ere  brought  back  to  the 
Christian  fold  by  the  bluntness  and  the 
sting  of  Father  Murphy's  vfords,  when 
other  methods  proved  fruitless. 

Christ  was  ]:ind,  considerate,  thoughtful, 
compass  onate;  hov;  v;ell  lifi  knov/  the  ex- 
tent to  vfhich  those  qualities  v/ere 
nirrorcid  in  the  priestly  lifo  of  Father 
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f^rphy.  Christ  moved  easily  in  a  gay 
celebration,  he  could  also  shed  tears 
of  mourning  and  sympathy  v/ith  a  family 
who  had  lost  a  dear  one.  Father  Murphy's 
spontaneous  humour  and  ready  v/it  made 
him  a  most  enjoyable  cotapSLnton   at  home 
or  in  <iny  social  gathering  —  but  he 
was  also  most  sensitive  and  sympathetic 
to  the  troubles,  hardships,  and  sadness 
that  he  found  in  his  labours  among  the 
People  of  God» 

And  where  was  Christ  usually  found? 
Among  the  poor,  the  rdck,  the  dov/n- 
trodden,  the  cast-offs  of  society.   An- 
other Christ  has  walked  the  streets  of 
our  corarriunity.  The  poor  knev/  him  well 
and  received  his  ministrations  grate- 
fully, recognizing  in  him  one  of  them- 
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selves*  For  Father  Iftirphy  was  a  poor 
man*   He  lived  his  Vow  of  Pover-ty,  as 
he  felt  Glirist  vould  v/ant  him  to  live 
it*   His  material  possessions  were  most 
sparse*  His  clothing  —  I  say  it  with 
a  smile  — -  it  caused  lae  vexation  at  times 
when  it  was  all  I  could  do  to  get  him 
to  buy  a  new  suit  or  coat*  Whenever 
some  kindly  or  grateful  person  gave  him 
a  sua  of  money  with,  '^Use  it  yourself, 
Father",  he  never  failed  first  to  re- 
quest permission  for  its  use  —  and 
then  it  was  gone,  not  for  himself,  but 
to  some  needy  person  or  family*   He 
loved  the  poor I 

But  surely  though,  his  best-known  con- 
sideration was  for  the  sick,  the  '^ged, 
and  the  suffering.   For  how  many  years 
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now  has  his  step  echoed  alonir;  the  cor- 
ridors of  oxir  hospital,  day  after  day. 
The  cheery  voice,  the  encouraging  \/ord, 
the  priestly  care,  have  brought  solace 
and  contentment  to  the  sick  and  dying. 
I  wonder  how  many  of  those  he  greeted, 
man,  woman,  child  —  Catholic,  Protestant, 
Jew  —  knew  that  many  times  he  was  sicker 
than  they  were.   But  there  v;as  never  a 
complaint,  never  a  murmur,  never  an  im- 
patient word  dropped  —  only  a  driving 
ur^e  to  bring  Christ  to  those  who  needed 
Him.  Father  iiurohy  had  made  his  choice 
—  to  follow  Ciirist  —  and  Christ  had 
said,  "If  any  man  will  come  after  Me, 
let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his 
cross  daily,  and  follow  Me."  His  Irish 
deterraination,  bolstered  and  strengthened 
by  zeal  and  charity,  would  not  let  hi« 
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stop.  He  was  truly  a  Christopher,  a 
Clirist-bearer*  Iiow  well  it  could  be 
said  of  him  (for  he  would  never  say  it 
himself),  "I  live,  novr  not  I,  but  Christ 
liveth  in  ffle." 

I  want  to  read  for  you  the  v/ords  of  an- 
other great  man  of  God:  "I  think  the 
Lord  Jesus  has  In  store  for  me,  before 
I  die,  for  ray  complete  mortification 
and  purification,  and  in  order  to  admit 
me  to  his  everlasting  joy,  some  great 
suffering  ^nd  afflication  of  body  and 
spirit.  Well  7.   accept  ever^'thing  with 
all  my  heart,  if  it  is  for  his  flory 
and  the  good  of  my  soul,  and  for  the 
souls  of  my  f?piritu?l  children.   I  fe^r 
my  v/eakness  in  bearing  pain;  I  implore 
Him  to  help  rae,  for  I  h^.ve  littlo  faith 
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in  myself,  but  complete  faith  in  the 
Lord  Jesus*"  Those  v/ords  are  from  the 
personal  diary  of  our  late  and  beloved 
and  revered  Pope  John  XXIII,  as  recorded 
in  his  book,  '* Journal  of  a  soul." 

I  was  struck  most  forcefully  when  I 
first  read  them  because  they  are  almost 
an  exact  paraphrase  of  words  v/hich 
Father  Murphy  spoke  to  me  about  two 
years  ago  as  he  could  see  his  health 
failing,   I  think  he  knew  then  that  God 
had  elected  to  give  him  a  great  corss, 
and  he  accepted  it  v/illingly,  carrying 
it  to  his  death,  as  Christ  did* 

For  us  the  clock  ticks  on,  but  for  Father 
Murphy  time  has  stopped,  and  eternity 
has  begun.   As  in  life  he  followed  the 
Master  faithfully,  so  he  did  in  death, 
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and  now  he  has  gone  to  his  resurrection • 
Those  of  us  who  knew  him  well  can  rightly 
share  w^ith  his  family  and  relatives  the 
sadness  and  sorrow  of  parting.  We  can 
shed  honest  tears  for  the  loss  of  a  true 
friend  whom  we  will  see  no  more.  But  we 
can  also  share  in  the  triumph  of  the 
Church  of  God,  in  the  joy  of  assured 
salvation  that  Paul's  message  brings  to 
us,  in  the  convication  of  everlasting 
bliss  that  iit.  John  speaks  of  in  his 
Revelation:  "And  God  will  wipe  away  every 
tear  from  their  eyes.   And  death  shall 
be  no  more;  neither  shall  there  be 
mourning,  nor  crying,  nor  pain  any  more. 
For  the  former  things  have  passed  away." 

Today  we  comiiend  the  soul  of  Father  James 
Murphy  to  God  Our  Father,  v/ith  the  assur- 
ance that  this  saintly  man,  this  Christ- 
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bearer,  has  earned  his  eternal  beati- 
tude. And  we  place  on  his  lips  at  this 
parting,  the  iiords   of  the  Apostle  Paul: 

"I  have  fought  the  good  fight,  I  Jriave 
finished  the  0010* se,  I  l-ic^ve  kept  the 
faith.  For  the  rest,  there  is  laid  up 
for  me  a  crown  of  justice  which  the  Lord 
the  just  Judge  vfill  give  to  me  in  that 
day;  yet  no'i,   to  me  only,  but  also  to  all 
those  v/ho  love  his  coming." 

Farewell,  Father  Kurphy,  the  just  Judge 
will  certainly  receive  you  v/ith  the 
words:  "Gofie  blessed  of  my  Father  *— 
fox*  as  often  ar,  you  did  it  to  the  least 
of  these,  iny  little  ones,  you  did  it  to 


(Sermon  preached  by  Father  Clifford 
Crovfley  at  the  funeral  of  Father  Jaraes 
Murphy  in  dt.   I4ary's  ^hurch,  Ov/en  iiound, 
November  25,  1967*  Transcribed  from 
the  preacher's  manuscript.) 
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One  v/ould  Kri^e  to  be  devoid  of  all  feel- 
ing not  to  be  touched  at  this  greeting 
but  I  am  fully  a"*/are  that  it  is  elicited 
by  the  College  itself  rather  than  by  aie 
personally,  though  I  have  been  ai^und 
here  long  enough  to  be  an  iraage  as  you 
say  of  sorae thing  or  other  in  our  history. 

I  thank  ^on  McA>onald  for  presiding  over 
the  preparations.  Father  John  Kelly, 
C.3.B.,  for  his  official  and  personal 
backing  of  the  idea,  and  Jerry  Finnigan 
for  sparking  the  i/hiole  project  of  a 
ceretfionial  banquet* 

The  list  of  prominent  graduates  who 
have  teamed  up  to  introduce  rae  by  elo- 
quent and  moving  speeches  reminds  me  of 
the  Arts  Banc^uet  in  April  1940.   The 
guest  s  .eaker  on  that  occasion  was  Hon. 
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John  Hearne,  the  first  Ambassador  of 
Ireland  to  Canada.   He  was  pround  to 
come;  but  after  listening  to  the  power- 
ful speeches  of  President  ^ody,  and 
Arthur  r^aloney,  the  student  chairman, 
who  orated  several  times  introducing 
his  guei5ts,  John  Hearne  v/as  not  so  glad 
he  came.   "Ladies  am  gentlemen',  he 
said,  "I  have  begun  to  realize  that  I 
have  come  to  an  oratorical  contest.** 

My  special  thanks  I  offer  to  these 
speakers  who  have  set  the  oratorical 
pace  for  rae.  It  is  an  unex^>ected 
pleasure  to  see  Vernon  Bourke  of  St. 
Louis  here,  and  to  hear  him.  Few  of 
our  graduates  are  so  v/idely  and  favor- 
ably known  by  published  works,  and  by 
articles  in  learned  reviews.   He  is  one 
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of  our  really  good  representatives  in 
the  world  of  scholarship •   Of  Bill 
Bennett  I  can  say,  as  I  can  say  of 
Larry  Lynch  and  Gerry  McGoey,  that 
they  are  men  who  graduated  from  3t* 
Michael's  but  never  left.   Bennett  has 
returned  frequently  and  has  done  his 
Alina  Kiater  a  distinguished  service  by 
organising  and  chairing  the  annual 
Miehaelraas  Conference.   Larry  Lynch  I 
remeiabar  first  as  our  scintillating 
quarterback  on  the  high  school  teaa 
years  ago.   He  has  been  quart erbac king 
many  projects  ever  since  especially  as 
head  of  the  department  of  philosophy 
in  the  College  for  the  past  ten  years. 
John  Griffin  has  been  on  numerous  com- 
mittees i/hen  \/ork  was  to  be  done,  and 
last  but  not  least  Paul  Martin,  happily 
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and  unexpectedly,  ±3   here  to  recall  the 
rehearsal  of  his  great  political  career 
which  v/as  staged  in  the  iitudent's  Parli- 
ament in  these  halls  nearly  thirty  years 
ago. 

I  recognize  at  the  head  table  also  gradu- 
ates of  an  earlier  vintage  than  ray  per- 
iod as  president.   I  see  the  Hon.  C.P. 
McTague,  and  the  Hon.  Arthur  Kelly.  If 
a  contest  i^ere  held  to  detenaine  v/ho  is 
Mr.  St.  Michael,  it  would  be  a  race  be- 
tween these  two.  And  may  I  say  with 
reference  to  the  v/oraen  graduates  here 
present,  if  a  similar  contest  for  Miss 
St.  I4ichael  v/ere  held,  it  v/ould  be  even 
harder  to  decide.   Sorae  of  the  Jomen 
contestants  are  great  in  their  own  right. 
One  is  a  historian,  another  a  college 
professor,  for  instance.  Others  of  them 
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have  conferred  greatness  on  husbands. 
I  need  not  name  these.  They  are  too 
numerous.   Still  others  have  conferred 
one  or  even  tv/o  sons  on  the  Basilian 
Fathers  or  daughters  to  our  Sisterhoods. 
It  v/ould  indeed  be  a  hard  matter  to  de- 
termine who  is  Miss  St.  Michael. 

I  recognize  also  students  of  the  later 
thirties.   I  see  Marty  Laab  of  Detroit 
and  Ed  Crawford  of  Oswego.  The  latter 
is  an  elected  representative  in  the 
State  Legislature  in  Albany.   I  can 
testify  that  he  is  on  the  job  too,  be- 
cause I  was  in  Albany  once  and  found 
him  there.   I  see  also  George  Delhomme 
of  ?^ew  York,  formerly  of  Houston,  Bill 
Shea  of  Sudbury,  Father  Clera  Crusoe  of 
the  Jesuit  Fathers.  Gerx^  Horgan  of 
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Toronto,  Pat  ^'lynn  of  Gait,  and  I  stop 
because  of  the  sheer  impossibility  of 
naming  them  all.   But  I  roay  not  over- 
look Vincent  McEnaney.   I  recall  the 
aagnificent  job  he  aid  as  secretary  of 
tiie  House  Committee  in  organizing  the 
surprise  birthday  party  for  /harden 
Bickersteth  at  Hart  House.   Nor  may  I 
overlook  Mike  Piehler  of  Rochester  whom 
the  Gomraunists  chased  across  the  park 
on  May  Day  1936.  Mike  gave  rae  a  ride 
in  his  private  plane  to  Toronto  on  St. 
Basil's  Day  last,  but  we  got  lost  in 
the  fog  and  had  to  return  to  Rochester. 
But  I  really  must  stop,  not  hov/ever  with- 
out naming  two  mayors  among  our  old  boys, 
Mayor  bill  O'Brien  of  Victor,  Nev^  York, 
and  I^Iayor  Pat  ^lynn  of  Pontiac,  :!ichigan. 
It  is  a  great  joy  to  see  them  here. 
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As  you  have  seen  St.  Michciel's  sweep 
forward  to  its  graduating  class  of  this 
year  of  1966,  you  may  have  wondered  why 
the  College  was  so  hesitant  in  the  past 
about  exploiting;  its  own  intellectual 
and  social  re:;om'ces.   You  know  that  we 
did  not  become  fully  co -educational 
until  fifteen  years  ago.  Men  and  v/omen 
in  the  same   class!  ^Infandum,  infanduffl" 
as  Virgil  made  Aneas  say  of  his  own 
disastrous  part   in  the  fall  of  Troy. 
There  was,  of  course,  the  original 
difficulty  of  bigamy  of  St.  Michael, 
who  had  two  wives,  one  J^se  hine  and 
the  other  Loretto  (which  is  of  course 
a  parable) •  Then  there  was  Newman  Club 

too  as  netural  ground.  Many  will  re- 
call how  Father  Belli sle  poked  fun  at 
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the  tea  dances,  with  emphasis  on  the 
tea.  All  that  looks  ante-deluvian  now 
— -  it  was  indeed  .*mte-deluvian  then. 
I  should  like  however  to  place  the  whole 
problem  in  winder  context.   The  hesitancy 
to  take  these  perfectly  natural  steps 
grew  oxA   of  a  hesitancy  about  education 
itself,  ^t  is  difficult  to  appreciate 
the  Catholic  distrust  of  university  or 
even  public  education  at  any  level  at 
the  beginning  of  this  century.  s»hen 
Father  Henry  Carr  came  to  the  staff  of 
i3t»  Michael's  as  a  young  priest  in  1906 
there  v/ere  only  25  non-resident  students 
at  the  College,  most  in  high  school. 
There  were,  of  course,  boarders  in  num- 
bers who  v/ere  from  Syracuse,  from  New 
England,  and  from  Sacranton,  Father 
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John  Kelly's  home-tov/n,  or  city  I  should 
admit.  These  v;ere  the  backbone  of  the 
Ck>llege  in  those  days  and  for  years 
afterv/ards. 

There  v/as  in  fact  little  contact  between 
'i-'oronto  and  3t.  i-lichTiel's  at  that  time. 
Catholics  were  simply  not  interested  in 
education,  except  for  the  priesthood. 
It  was  for  this  purpose  the  American 
boys  came.  There  was,  as  I  said,  a  dis- 
trust of  public  education,  derived  from 
our  French  and  Irish  forebearers. 

Father  Garr  made  first  contact  with  our 
city  neighbors  in  athletics,  then  by 
adopting  the  Ontario  matriculation  sys- 
tem; and  finally,  by  making  St.  Michael's 
and  Airts  College  in  the  University  of 
Toronto . 
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This  gradual  approach  shows  how  St. 
Michael's  could  not  be  exi:^ected  to  go 
too  far  forward  at  a  single  step.   It 
dared  not  risk  being  in  advance  of 
Catholic  opinion.  The  segregation  of 
the  sexes  was  deeply  ingrained  in 
Catholic  educational  practice,  such  as 
it  was,  and  the  College  id  not  dare  to 
ignore  it,  v/hilst  taking  the  unprece- 
dented step  of  joining  a  state  univer- 
sity to  the  surrender  of  its  ovm  indepen* 
dence.   One  citadel  at  a  time,   i^e  had 
to  get  off  the  ground  before  we  could 
fly. 

A  symbol  of  the  situation  is  found  in 
the  graduates  of  1910  —  the  first  class 
with  degrees.  There  were  five  of  thera. 
It  was  perhaps  the  greatest  day  in  the 
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history  of  St.  Michciel's  i^ollege.  The 
five  graduates  v/ere  brought  to  the  head 
table  in  the  dining  room,  and  ate  v/ith 
the  staff.  After  dinner  the  pastor, 
Fath-.r  M.^T.  Kelly  of  St.  Basil »s,  him- 
self a  graduate  of  13^7,  asked  them  to 
his  office,  to  v/hich  he  also  invited 
Fathers  Carr  and  Meader,  the  only  other 
B.A**s  in  the  house.  He  was  in  this 
wasy  setting  the  stage  for  a  significant 
announcement.  "Gentlemen",  he  said, 
"there  are  aore  University  of  Toronto 
Catholic  graduates  in  this  office  now, 
eight,  than  the  total  number  of  Catholic 
graduates  from  the  beginning  of  the 
University  seventy  years  ago  until  the 
pre. "sent  year.** 

Now  you  have  come  here  tonight  to  honor 
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me  in  ray  priesthood.   Permit  me,  ray  dear 
lay  graduates,  to  spend  a  few  minutes 
honoring  you  in  your  own  priestliood. 
You  have  corae  here  because  you  love  St. 
Michael's  v;ollege,  and  it  Is  proper 
that  you  should  love  it  for  you  have 
created  it.  If  it  is  to  live  on,  you 
will  have  to  sustain  it.   If  it  is  to 
grow,  you  will  be  the  ones  to  amplify 
it.   You  will  do  it  through  your  priest- 
hood. 

St.  I4ichael*s  is  a  Christian  bridgehead 
in  the  secular  city.   It  v/ill  alv/ays 
have  an  identity  of  its  own,  though  it 
will  share  its  spiritual  wealth  with  all. 

In  your  role  as  alter  Chriatus  by  baptism 
and  confirmation,  you  share  in  the  king- 
siiip,  the  prophetship,  and  the  priest- 
hood of  Christ. 
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By  your  leadership  in  your  family, 
socila  and  professional  life  whfch  you 
will  achfeve  on  Ghristian  principles, 
you  v/ill  build  up  the  body  of  Christ 
in  the  secular  city.  J^'his  will  be  to 
exercise  your  kinp:ohip> 

By  your  wisdora  you  v/ill  find  new  ideas 
and  make  nev/  plans,  and  open  up  new 
vistas.  Tou  will  be  in  this  way  a  pro- 
phet. Yet  you  will  often  be  thwarted 
and  even  persecuted.  ♦*A  prophet  is 
without  honor".  i3ut  you  are  revolution- 
ary, not  a  rebel.  You  may  confront 
autliority,  but  you  will  not  despise  it. 
And  why?  iiecause  the  priesthood  in  you 
is  the  role  of  bridge-builder,  and 
healer.  You  will  plead  patiently  for 
renewal . 
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Thus  you  v/ill  exercise  the  three  powers 
of  your  own  priesthoods   As  to  the  min- 
isterial priesthood,  v/hich  you  are  good 
enough  to  honor  in  me  tonight,  that  is 
different  in  kind,  not  merely  in  degree. 
This  is  simple  Catholic  doctrine. 

The  question  of  interest  in  the  present 
context  is  whether  the  ministerial 
priest  as  such  has  an  essential  role  in 
Christian  education  —  let  us  say  uni- 
versity education.   As  you  see  in  ot» 
Michael's  College  more  and  more  the 
laity  are  playing  a  significant  part. 
That  is  proper.  That  is  an  exercise 
of  their  priesthood.  Will  the  day  come 
when  there  will  be  no  ministerial  priests 
in  this  field  of  education?  I  do  not 
think  so.   I  think  that  the  role  of  the 


McCorkell  —  GOLDEN  JUBILEE,  1966  1^2 

priest,  though  far  less  extensive,  far 
less  dominating,  is  irreplaceable. 

Let  me  give  you  the  example  of  Father 
J.iU  Teefy.  Also  the  example  of  Father 
Henry  Carr»  Without  both  of  these  raen 
university  federation  at Toronto  would 
never  have  got  off  the  ground  and  could 
accordingly  never  have  been  carried 
elsewhere.   «Vithout  Father  Garr  the 
walls  of  Jericho  would  never  have  fallen 
at  Vancouver  as  they  fell  \^en  he  all 
but  literally  stormed  his  way  to  a 
place  on  the  staff.   You  may  say  that 
this  is  an  extrinsic,  and  not  an  in- 
trinsic role  of  the  priest.   It  was, 
you  nay  say,  a  kind  of  accident  that 
these  raen  v/ere  priests.   But  the  more 
perfect  dedication  of  the  priest  will 
alv/ays  laake  him  a  more  perfect  image  of 
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the  Church  in  the  academic  life  of  the 
secular  city.  ».hen  he  wins  a  point, 
when  he  establishes  a  principle,  it  is 
more  emphatically  the  Church  which  does 
it.   He  achieves  something  in  such  cases 
for  the  Church.  He  v/ill  not  be  needed 
at  all  tiraes  but  I  doubt  if  the  day 
vrill  ever  coc^  v/hen  he  will  not  some- 
times be  indispensable,  even  in  v/hat 
is  called  Academia. 

(Talk  given  by  Father  S.J.  McCorkell 
at  a  dinner  tendered  him  by  graduates 
of  St.  Michael's  College  on  the 
occasion  of  the  golden  jubilee  of  his 
priestly  ordination,  June  18,  1966. 
Transcribed  from  a  copy  in  the  General 
Archives  of  the  Basilian  Fathers) 
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Bishop  Nold^  Bishop  Morkovsky,  and  all 
gathered  here  together,  servants  of  God. 
In  his  "pocalypse,  ot«  John  gives  us  a 
pciture  and  the  v/ords  of  an  unending 
song:  "To  Hira  who  sits  upon  the  throne, 
and  to  the  Lamb,  blessing  and  honor  and 
glory  ana  dominion,  forever  and  ever*** 

The  hand  of  the  lord  so rae times  seeas 
heavy,  and  when  we  stand  before  an  open 
casket,  gaaing  upon  eyes  that  will  never 
a^ain  look  upon  this  v/orld;  at  lips  that 
vd.il  never   again  utter  the  words  of  con- 
secration —  or  absolution  —  teach  a 
class  —  utter  a  laugh,  a  viord  of  en- 
courageaenu,  of  help  or  correction,  we 
might  be  inclined  to  murmur:  ^-Lord,  to 
v/hat  v/aste,  to  what  purpose?"  But  we 
v/ould  be  far,  far  wrong,  for  it  is  only 
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in  the  enis^iaa  of  death  that  life  meets 
its  purpose^  God*s  love  called  us  into 
being  that  we  might  coranune  with  Hira, 
and  it  continues  to  call  us  so  that  with 
our  entire  being  we  might  be  joined  to 
Hiffl  in  an  endless  sharing  of  divine  life. 
Man  cannot  live  a  full  life  unless  he 
recognises  this  truth  and  directs  him- 
self to  his  Creator •   '^'t  is  faith  that 
provides  the  answer  to  life;  it  is  faith 
that  arouses  the  hope  that  those  taken 
from  us  have  found  true  life  v/ith  God^ 

In  that  part  of  Father  Sullivan's  life 
which  is  subject  to  our  gaze  we  can  find 
this  continual  calling.   He  was  called 
into  being  a  short  49  years  ago;  then 
to  Baptism,  Gonfirryition;  he  answered 
the  call  to  religious  life,  took  his 
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vows;  accepted  the  call  to  Moly  Orders 
In  1947;  and  then  the  call  of  his  Com- 
munity to  devote  his  life  to  the  study 
and  teaching  of  Philosophy.  Equipped 
with  his  Doctorate  from  the  University 
of  Toronto,  and  Licentiate  in  Mediaeval 
Studies  from  the  Pontifical  Institute 
of  Mediaeval  Studies,  he  caae  to  the 
University  of  St.  Thomas  in  September 
19>1»  He  began  his  work  vrith  that 
fierce  intensity,  almost  of  an  Apostle, 
of  a  priest  v/Vio  is  sure  of   his  vocation 
and  apostolate.  For  to  Father  Sullivan, 
the  intellectual  apostolate,  the  awaken- 
ing of  men*s  minds  to  the  truth,  and 
what  could  be  done  here  at  St«  Thomas, 
were  seen  to  be  the  most  important 
apostolate  in  the  v/orld.  He  had  been 
called  by  his  Community,  by  God,  to  this 
work.  To  it  he  gave  himself  without 
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stint,  i/ithout  reserve.   He  was  a  priest; 
and  he  knew  it  well.  V/hat  his  influence 
was  on  the  spiritual  lives  of  those  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact,  only  God  can 
tell.   But  there  was  no  dichotomy  in 
Viis  life:  whether  it  was  to  the  service 
of  the  altar  he  was  summoned,  or  to  the 
service  of  his  sfadents  in  the  classroom, 
or  to  Tihe  service  of  others  in  varying 
associations,  they  were  all  of  a-piece 
to  him.   His  life  was  the  service  of 
truth  and  Truth  itself. 

Father  Sullivan  knew  he  had  talents; 
but  he  also  knew  thiit  he  could  dissipate 
his  energies  in  the  pursuit  of  all  of 
them.   So  he  said  "NO"  both  to  himself 
and  others  when  some  activity  would  take 
him  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  apostolate. 
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It  was  this  same  zeal  for  truth  that 
moved  him,  not  merely  to  read,  but,  for 
instance,  a  few  years  ago,  to  go  to  the 
Museum  and  take  up  painting.   For  how 
else  could  he  understand  his  ovm  course 
in  the  Philosophy  of  Art? 

He  sought  ti'uth  wherever  it  could  be 
found:  in  books,  in  the  minds  of  men, 
in  nature  itself.   Hov/  often  did  not 
his  imple,  "H'lio  Gat",  stir  up  the 
realization  of  the  divine  plan?  He  was 
sympathetic,  even  v^on  he  disagreed 
radically;  he  sought  to  understand,  not 
merely  what  was  said,  but  why  it  was 
said.   It  was  this  that  caused  him  to 
be  elected  President  of  a  Southwestern 
Philosophical  Association;  it  was  this 
that  made  his  classes  explosive,  perhaps 
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sometimes  baffling,  but  always  an  ex- 
perience; it  v/as  this  that  gave  him  a 
treraendous  gentleness  and  respect  to- 
wards those  who  had  already  proven  their 
v/orth  by  years  of  service.   It  was  this 
sympathy  and  understanding  that  lit  fires 
in  young  hearts  and  gave  him  the  greatest 
joy  and  delight  in  the  intellectual 
achievements  of  his  students.  Many  a 
night  we  spent  hours  over  coffee  cups 
at  the  kitchen  table,  reminiscing  of 
the  insigiits,  the  sudden  visions,  the 
awakening  of  young  minds* 

For  a  little  while  God  let  us  share  one 
of  his  gifts.   ,ve  have  lost  from  this 
mortal  v/orld  a  teacher,  a  friend,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  family.  To  all  these  our 
prayers  and  sympathies  go  out.   Perhaps 
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v/e  must  say  vdlth  Job:  "The  Lord  gives, 
the  Lord  takes  away;  Blessed  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord,"  But  faith  strikes  still 
deeper,   .ihen  the  Bishop  and  priests 
return  to  the  altar,  as  the  Canon  of 
the  i^Iass  will  point  out,  in  the  Euchar- 
istic  sacrifice  we  are  most  closely 
united  with  those  who  have  been  t  aken 
from  us,  whether  they  are  in  heavenly 
glory  or  are  still  being  purified.  For 
as  we  come  together  to  c  elebrate  the 
praise  of  the  Divine  Majesty,  it  is  in 
union  vdth  and  in  memory  of  those  who 
have  gone  before  us.   All  those  from 
any  tribe  and  tongue  and  people  and 
nation  who  have  been  redeemed  by  the 

Blood  of  Ghrist  and  gathered  together 
into  one  Church,  with  one  vsong  of  praise 


Caird  FATHER  EDV/ARD  SULLIVAN   191 

fflaenify  the  one  and  triune  God,   Here 
we  respond  to  the  deepest  vocation  of 
the  Church  and  partake  in  a  foretaste 
of  the  liturgy  of  consummate  glory, 
when  v/ith  one  voice  we  shall  proclaim: 
"To  Him  who  sits  upon  the  throne,  and 
to  the  Lamb,  blessing  and  honor  and 
glory  and  dominion,  forever  and  ever," 

(Sermon  preached  by  Father  Alfred  Caird 
at  the  funeral  of  Father  Edward  John 
^'uliivan  in  dt.   Anne's  Church,  Houston, 
'Wednesday,  Movember  22,  196?,  Trans- 
cribed from  a  copy  of  the  preacher's 
manuscript  in  the  ^-eneral  archives  of 
the  Basilian  Fathers) 
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Right  ^ev,  Monsip^nor,  Very  Rev.  and 
Rev.  Fathers,  my  Dear  Brethren • 

"They  that  are  learned  shall  shine  as 
the  brightness  of  the  firmanent  and  they 
that  instruct  na.ny  unto  justice  as  stars 
for  all  eternity." 

Animated  by  the  spirit  of  Catholic  Faith 
we  have  gathered  around  the  altar  of  God 
to  offer  the  last  solemn  tribute  of 
praise  to  the  meniory  of  the  'levy   Rev. 
John  Read  Teefy;  v/e  have  come  to  offer 
up  the  great  suffrages  of  Holy  Chux^ch 
for  the  repose  of  his  soul  and  also  to 
draw  frc  ourselves  some  salutar^^  lessons 
of  spiritual  thought  from  the  mournful 
circuGistances  that  have  called  us  to- 
gether, ./e  lament  the  loss  of  no  or-din- 
ary  priest  in  the  saintly  dead  befoi'e 
us.  In  him  the  *^hurch  of  Ontario  has 
lost  one  of  her  brightest  children  and 
the  country  one  of  her  most  dinstin- 
gidsed  sons. 
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Belonging  to  the  religious  coriL-nunity  of 
St*  Basil's,  Ghat  have  been  so  closely 
identified  v:ith  the  spiritual  and  educa- 
tional interests  of  this  Province,  he 
entered  at  an  early  age  upon  a  career 
of  educational  usefulness  that  has  seldom 
been  rivalled.  He  has  been  called  to 
the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  his 
comniunit3'-.  Profest^or  ol  languages  and 
of  mathenatics  he  v/as  finally  elected 
superior  of  .St*  Michael's  college  in 
18^9*  Thence  the  college  gvevi,   not  only 
in  the  magnificeno  physical  proportions 
that  attract  the  eye,  but  also  in  moral 
and  intellectual  standards  which  it  has 
never  i^alinvaished.  Tr^o  years  ago,  as 
Vice  Provincial  Superior  of  St«  Basil's 
community  he  represented  that  order  in 
the  first  national  council  of  .^uebec* 
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In  that  position  he  elicited  the  unqual- 
ified approval  and  admiration  of  the 
hierarchy  of  Canada  by  his  studious 
thought  of  intricate  questions,  by  his 
unfailing  courtesy  and  dignity  and  en- 
ergetic industry  in  the  v;ork  of  the 
committees.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Teefy  occupied 
a  unique  position  in  the  educational 
life  of  the  Province.  He  v/as  siccess- 
ively  Principal  of  High  schools,  then 
Rector  of  a  Catholic  college,  a  member 
of  the  Senate  of  Toronto  University, 
President  of  the  Literary  Society,  and 
finally  v/as  nominated  by  the  government 
of  his  native  Province  to  serve  as  a 
member  on  the  Board  of  Governors. 

One  of  the  first  to  perceive  the  magni- 
ficent possibilities  of  university  affili* 
ation,  he  insisted  on  it  in  season  and 
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out  of  season,  convinced  that  the  Danic 
character  in  the  education  of  every 
Catholic  layman  as  v/ell,  indeed,  as  of 
every  Catholic  priest,  ought  to  be 
supplied  by  the  University  course  v;hich 
represented  not  only  the  world  of  re- 
ceived cutlure  but  also  the  national 
life  of  the  country. 

A  polished  and  dogmatic  pulpit  orator, 
scarcely  without  a  peer,  he  gave  to  the 
vrard  of  God  a  style  of  thought  and  a 
polish  that  was  always  acceptable  not 
only  to  the  multitudes  of  believers  but 
also  to  those  who  were  outside  the  pale 
of  all  creeds* 

But,  my  brethren,  the  Angel  of  Death 
has  called  and  the  priest  v/ith  the  mas- 
sive intellect  and  the  heart  of  a  child 
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lies  before  us.  The  hands  30  crten 
raised  to  bless  are  nov;  closed  in  the 
last  clasp  across  the  Sacred  Vestments. 
The  rostnim  of  the  teacher  is  draped  in 
sombre  black,  words  of  wisdom  and  in- 
struction v/ill  never  fall  again  from 
hts  lips.  The  voice  of  the  orator  is 
mute,  and,  as  in  the  old  story,  the 
instrument  v/as  shattered  after  its 
last  because  its  sifeetest  symphony  was 
evoked,  so  the  symphony  of  his  life 
which  has  given  strength  and  comfort 
to  so  many  is  disrupted  by  the  fell 
hand  of  Death*  "Dust  thou  art  and  into 
dust  thou  Shalt  return.^'  {Gen.  Ill,  19)  • 

Living  as  v;e  are,  my  brethren,  at  a  time 
when  the  spirit  of  modem  thought  has 
conjured  up  again  the  errors  of  the  past, 
we  find  ourselves  confronted  by  old 
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heresies  in  modem  garb.  Death  './Ith 
theam,  as  v/ith  the  Epicureajis,  si  the 
end  of  all.  The  soul  as  with  Gicero 
and  Seneca  is  but  a  flame,  a  breath,  a 
vapor  that  grows  v/eak  and  cold  v/ith 
advancing  years  and  finally  recedes 
into  the  body  or  is  extinguished  by 
disease.  Again  we  are  told  that  life 
is  but  as  the  phosphorescence  that  ap- 
pears on  the  v/ater  v/hen  the  ship  strikes 
the  v/ave  and  which  disappears  again  in 
the  bkckness  of  the  ni:;;ht.  Such  is  not 
the  teaching  of  true  science  approved 
by  the  Catholic  Church.  The  thought  of 
man  is  universal  and  immaterial.  It  is 
no  secretion  of  a  material  brain.  Con- 
sequently it  is  indivisible  and  spiri- 
tual and  must  of  necessity  proceed,  for 
like  causes  have  like  effects,  from  an 
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inimagerial  and  therefore  an  immortal 
substance.  That  substance  is  the  soul 
v/hich,  as  the  Church  teaches,  is  the 
form  of  the  body  as  defined  in  the 
Council  of  Vienne  1312,  After  death 
the  sould  does  not  cease  to  have  a  dis- 
tinct existence  nor  is  it  absorbed  into 
the  universe  as  false  philosophy 
teaches,  but,  in  accordance  v/ith  the 
justice  of  God,  it  passes  into  an  etern- 
ity of  happiness  or  sorrow  in  proportion 
to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  this  life. 
This  immortality,  my  brethren,  was  also 
a  special  preternatural  prerogative  of 
the  body  before  the  fall  of  man,  v/hich 
should  likewise  be  enjoyed  by  his  pos- 
terity if  Adam  had  remained  faithful  to 
God,  In  an  evil  hour  our  first  parents 
rebelled  against  God.  The  "Non  serviam" 
of  the  agnels  v/as  repeated  in  the  earthly 
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paradise  and  by  one  fell  blow  the  beau- 
tiful statue  of  human  integrity  and 
immortality,  reared  by  Almighty  hands, 
was  rudely  shattered  by  sin  and  trial, 
temptation,  affliction  and  death  became 
henceforth  the  unwilling  hand  maids  of 
the  human  race,  "By  one  man  sin  came 
into  the  v/orld  and  by  sin,  death,  and 
so  death  has  passed  upon  all  men  in 
whom  all  have  sinned.'* 

The  race  vrent  forth  from  the  plains  of 
the  Euphrates  into  all  parts  of  the 
earth.  They  built  themselves  cities 
and  kingdoms  and  empires  that  still 
exist  on  the  pages  of  history. 

Civilization  and  its  accompaniments  of 
culture  and  refinements,  music,  poetry, 
painting  and  architecture  sprang  up« 
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Intoxicated  v/ith  the  orgies  of  their 
own  power  and  glory  the  sons  of  men 
forgot  God,  but  the  hand  writing  v/as 
always  on  the  wall.  Into  ever>'-  move- 
ment of  life  Death  came  like  a  giant 
spectre  to  remind  the  children  of  Adam 
of  the  priveal  curse.  '*A11  flesh  is 
as  grass  and  the  glory  thereof  as  the 
flov/ers  of  the  field,  the  grass  is 
withered  and  the  flower  has  fallen, 
for  the  spirit  of  God  has  blown  upon 
it."  (Is.  40,  6) 

This  inexorable  decree  of  God's  justice 
v?as  as  universal  as  the  extent  of  the 
race.  "We  all  die,  and  like  v/aters 
that  return  no  more  v/e  fall  doi^n  into 
the  earth."  (2  Kings  14,  14)   All  v/ere 
included;  none  v;ere  excepted.  The  ruth- 
less law  touches  all  maners  and  conditions 
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of  men.  "Pallida  mors  aequo  pulsat  pede 

paupeinira  tabernas  regum  turses."  Pale 

Death  knocks  equally  for  admittance  at 

the  hovels  of  the  poor  and  the  palaces 

of  the  kings.  There  is  no  mercy,  nor 

love,  nor  partiality  in  the  law  of  Death 

for  Death  is  the  reckless  angel  of  God's 

justice.  But,  my  dear  brethren,  death 

is  not  the  end  of  all.  Although  the 

poet  v/ould  say  that 

"The  boast  of  heraldry,  the  porap  of  pride. 
And  all  that  beauty,  all  that  v/ealth  vie 
gave. 

Alike  awaits  the  inevitable  hour. 

The  pathos  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave." 

Yet  v/e  knov/  from  faith  that  there  is  an- 
other life,  v/here  the  souls  live  on  in 
one  endless  eternity.  ";Vhat  is  death? 
What  seems  so  is  transition.  This  life 
of  mortal  breath  is  but  the  suburb  of  a 
life  Elysian  vfhose  portals  v/e  call  Death". 
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Beyond  the  grave  there  is  another  life 
for  the  soul,  a  life  of  endless  misery 
or  a  life  of  eternal  happiness.  Beyond 
the  grave  there  is  the  reality  of  Resur- 
rection, for  the  same  God  who  has  pro- 
nounced the  decree  of  death  and  pture- 
f act ion  has  also  promised  that  as  "by 
one  man  came  death  so  by  a  man  comes 
the  Resurrection  of  the  Dead.''  (1  Cor. 
15,  21) 

Hence  it  is  that  the  Catholic  Church 
has  ever  insisted  on  prayers  for  her 
dead  children.  Acting  on  the  do^^nas 
of  the  Communion  of  Saints  She  teaches 
that  the  prayers  and  good  v/orks  of  the 
living  are  advantageous  to  those  v/ho 
die  in  the  Lord.  Others  may  forget  the 
absent  ones,  for  it  is  unfortunately 
characteristic  of  human  nature  to  re- 
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member  only  those  who  are  present,  but 

mother  ^hurch,  the  Spouse  of  Jesus 

Christ,  v/ill  never  forp;et  her  children* 

"The  dearest  friends  will  pass  avfay 
And  leave  the  clay  to  keep  the  clay, 
Ever  and  ever  she  v/ill  stay,  f'liserere 
Doraine". 

Yes,  my  brethren,  we  have  come  here  to- 
day to  offer  up  the  great  prayer  of  the 
Church,  the  august  sacrifice  of  the 
Mass,  for  the  repose  of  the  soul  of  the 
good  priest  who  is  gone,  ./e  all  need 
the  mercy  of  God.  The  greater  is  the 
intellect,  the  higher  and  nobler  are 
the  faculties,  the  more  eminent  are 
the  respoiisibilities  of  men  in  the 
Church  as  well  as  in  the  otate  the  more 
severe  w  ill  be  the  judgraent  of  God. 
For  "of  him  that  hath  much,  much^ll 
also  be  r quired." 
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Therefore  while  we  lament  the  departure 
of  this  great  man  out  of  our  life  and 
revere  the  memory  of  the  good  and  great 
things  he  did  for  God  and  for  His  Church, 
yet  v/e  must  not  forget  that  the  grandest 
mnisfestation  of  love  v;hich  we  can  give 
him  now  that  he  is  cold  in  death  is  the 
sv/eet  gift  of  our  prayers  and  good  v/orks. 

May  the  giant  intellect  of  the  noble 
man,  and  the  big  heart  of  the  good 
priest  find  eternal  rest  in  the  bosom 
of  the  great  High  Priest  Oui"  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 


(Transcrio'3d  from  a  ne'.;spaper  clipping 
in  the  Teef>  .^anily,  furnished  by  i-'ather 
Ilatthev/  Mulcahy.  .^iermon  v/as  preached 
in  St.  Basil's  Crurch,  Toronto.) 


